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X) E D I C ATtO N; 

Td t H 4 

COlLECtXV^-fiODy 

• o B tr H & \ 

People of ENG.LAhfD. 



/i;h9ttght9 ta 5ioU;,nwid8 .nit> Commit. 
Tiie.7faioiigkt» tii6mrelir4» &fo ^)tplana|<»ry 9t 
thq|Ua#?n. . They .verftdefignedjfofe the. fmK 
lie <a9pd» {|»d wka^tw n)MWi.;t^r)pttWie' 
G<j04» W^gfc .m cmarnQti liight> .-4o; yqu :> 
hilt t*f4tj ihoald ik^icate thefo Thw^Cs tO; 
yftftjitrthis PirM ofit^ir PwWfeiHiw»i awt 
im s^t firfti. ci^ for ^j^^ami^cn.., : t r 

%{ied fw.th<{|)uia|fe'<J©oAt b*t to,deflgft is not 
to efFe£t. From righl l.ntpajti(ki$ riight M^&fwe^ 
d0M>t of Cqurfe proceed. :Tq obtain tJSfi public 
Good was neeeflJo^y, sttid this was i»y Object; 
bttt tii't$ too h not of .^ertaijrt QMrfe<n<eflfce. 

iafalUbility. is ^Bot' the Chara^ei^it of 
hiim^ Sij$«ic«: Fior^althottgh >Vifd<>m and 
F«tty, lijat Reft ami Motion, aj}e correiativfii 
TeriAS^ iFpols . commit' Errors, and the wifcft 
Men do err. Still hdwever Truth and Falfe- 
hoodj Right and Wrongs are in jb^ir Natutes 
..:[.■ A 2 fixed 
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fixed and immutable : but thefe being the 
Ends oLjCn9wledge,. an^ Wi^oiii,the.Me^ 
to thoii-Cncte, the Mean&^apj^lie^ 4re -itot Yi^- 
ways adequate to the rl^nd |^(^ued. 

Of this Doctrine the Application to Myfelf 
was unavbiclablt. iThe' jjublic Good was my 
Object : But whether I had made Ufe of the 
proper Means -to tha( End, or np<. was not 
for me to determine. So far indeed as' my 
Intentions went, of their Reftitude I was 
confcious : but how far I had fucceeded in 
Ability Vcfted upon tbc^jiidgmerit df olfefiS" • 

To the Judgment of others I s^p^aled, aid 
I called 0pbti the Publicl if I wa« wr<$ng, to 
fet me ri^t.i Idecfafleid 4!hat '« Troth b*»ftg- 
** my only C^je6t hdr^n, i (hotfld ab readify' 
*^ look^fociiiti othertf^88>fttk it in'niyiblfj^'J 
and I %^' Waited irti^ieritly for the Bttdt:' 
But nwiirithftanding^li^re Editions; bf^4h«fe. 
Thoughts ha^e been h^V and muchhrimd-litoi 
fince dapfed, tc^tbis v«Jy Hour, ndtthd^CdloUr 
of Objeftibn,' not •thfe' Shadow 'of 'Argument* 
havie beeh'dppofed tdtthetil.' < • • 

Theiie*6fert arfe the Circumftaftces Under whi<;h 
this I>ediX«[ti&n now ihtfkes'its Appearance to' 
you. What D'lStdcait hid before t with4ield, ^ 
acquir-ed Confidence hath^#nce prodiiciedij'and 
as, oh'thfetottie Hand^ if Trtith be with m©,'itfy 
Reward «^til bfe in its UfeiJIo; You l fo, on. the" 
other, if Error, my Confftiation is, thit I have 
been ever ready to retrsift it.' 

But having faid, that not the •Cpldor of 

Objeftion, 
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Objeftion, nor the Shadow of Argument have 
been oppofed tothefe Thoughts; I feel myfelf 
obliged : to ioifer a few Word* in Anfwcr to 
one Writer, who has been pieafed to honour 
me with his public Correfpondence. Thi$ 
Writer is a Mr. Cartwright, and who, in a 
Letter addrefied to me^, has, fuf^ling me 
wjrong in a Pofitiohthat I have laid down, 
called up6n me, with great Propriety, for my 
Jjaftification^. I rejoice to meet fuch Inquiries* 
They are the Avenues to Truth. And I am 
no. teis pieafed with the Inquirer. He has 
writteiL like, a Gentleman, and what as m<!>re 
^n this, like an honeft Man: Bor, unlike 
}hoG^,anmymous Writers, whofe Fears are left 
tkeJidfamy of their Names Ihould increafe the 
Infamy of their Writings,: he has affixed his 
Name td what he has written. It is therefore* 
Matter of Concern to me to find myielf mif- 
taken by this Writer : But my Hopes are, that 
to remove his Miftake will be equally fatisfac- 
tory. to him, as to. me. 

Mr. Cartwright has made me to. fay, ^' that 
^^ *the Cblonifts have not a Right to Freedom 
"in TradeV'-f- arid this is the Ground upon 
which my Error is ; built : but if I deny the 
Charge, and prove the contrary Afiertion ou 
my Part, my^Error ialls to the Ground. 

When it is faid, ^' that the Cobnifts have 

* Vid. A Letter to the'Eit^} of Akin^on difcoffiAg a Pofitioit re« 
lativc to a fendamenttd Rlrilt .pf tke Conftitutioii, kQ. by John 
Cartwright, Printed fo# 'T.Almon, ticcadiily, 

t Vid. Mr. CarMoigiifs Uct^ f. .4. 

A3 ^' not 
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«* n»t 2 Rigbt to Freddbte iii TindQ/' arid One 
Page is nikrttd to Tirbenoe tb« Qogt9tion4s 
taken } cne neceflfarily iiippofes to find the 
Wordsr quoted in the: Page referred to: But 
this, is not &>.: Therd is not only no fucii 
Term? to be there found, nor the Meaning of 
inch Terms^ but the very Reverfe o# <bath« 

To take the IV&ttec fairly, I wiU give ihe 
Words 9s they are from the Pj^s rrfiarredto, 
(y\z. p. 4S, and 49, of the Thoughts). ** It laay 
f* h^ further. afkiad. What! Are l^e Aaxevpeffiis 
^* to i^njoy «11 the R^ts appertaki»^ t» this 
** Government, and not contribute to its Sup^ 
** part ? ir aniwer, Iby 'no Means ; tr is not I 
'* fitting that diey fliQnld. The fundamental 
** Rights tckf 'the EngHfti ConftituHon 1 tuure 
•« Ihfewii to he, /ifc ^eeurity of hifiy Liberty, and 
" Prepertyi and Freedom in ^ni3e% 4nd to thefe 
** Ri^ts tdi firitifii -Subjefir JwiiUk the ^deabHy 
** are without Exception - entitled : But< it is 
f\ not fo Ttith Britifh Su^siSts wt cf the Resht, 
" for of them fomething more has betti i«« ' 
V ^ired, and -of them ■'ibhsrthing' more has 
." been necoived. They.'(I mcbn the Colomfts) | 
** Jkrrexdered, from the -iiiift, oIk of the fun- { 
5< damentil ' Rigi]^& df ' the Conftitution j to 
'^--wit. Freedom in ^radtJ This they gave up^ 
'* and this they'/a/ into the monopolizing 
f ' Hands; of their BretHr^, as the Gift of Con- { 
•* trihution fpr the Fru^ p{ Pwjeftion." | 

<- Where then is it Jierc fald.'-"^ That the Co-, ^ 
*' lonifts have ho Rigt^ to h^adm^in 'Trader?" 
T ' '■ : . There ! 
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^hcrp ace no fach Batpeettonsr ■ ti^JMre is tbt 
Meaning? I iind no ioch Ideas. . :I iiawe iaii 
that they gipoe up this l^igbtt tba» they ftaman^ 
iknddoM Rigbt, <dut tia^-jfut tki& IUgi|t uito 
ll^oibaapolucing HftMte of 4iieir Bretlu^n, as 
Af^Qifi. Off Centfibntion £or th^ Pi:;i|ce fA ^to-^ 
fec^^li: Sut. to do aU thU they- araft have 
tttn sntkkd: to this Right/' f«r no ooa pnt 
^renikr.that t^ another to wliieh he is not 
entitled, himftif^ and to be qtititled to %)m 
fiiiglht \% the wary Hevtrfc of, the Aflcftioa, 
A*.tiiat.Dt^CokMufts have no Right to Ffeei- 
w.alca» in Trade*'*' . .- .'.;.;, . -. i 
, ^ Aye/fayi Mr^tCiirtwrigtot, *« bol this is a 
*' Right wfiicbicouldioot be parted with. Free-^ 
<f «[on>iia Tmda iisa fundamentai Right of the 
-*< Con^ulapii, and . l9ae ^adainental Jl^ighta 
^ of theCon^tiitioa- ace unatietiahde.'^ A^*^ 
nttttedit but thtt'Maiiner m ifsrhidi.f^is iiight 
anas gi^n ■ lupv • iwas. no AUcatadoii of jX. . It 
was hddih m. £tfite of Heveificea: For tefat 
Raiia, ctJatefJf^iLite. U was arThttig given 
§wt a' Thing tx> be received aai' Bxc^nge. A 
^^prp %o.' Ri|^t £or dourer, ^Conttibution 
for ProteHion j and if FrotediiQjn jceafed, {or 
was v^hdrawsi, .as haa i«en die: Cafe) Con* 
tribution oea£id likewtife^ and die, Right n* 
verted {a8> it ^•done)4!0 its iiM?irei Soucce. 
,. fiefides: This was a Point of ipQcuktiva 
Difquiiition upon which I did not enter. I 
fpoke tp a Matter of fafl. . A F^^ of public 
^o$Qi-i£Qr> andincen^^Mer^ibik. A Pad jnrhieh 

A 4 , Mr. 
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Mr. Csurtw right ham&M admits; namdy, dtat 
this Country did. monopolize the Tiade. o£ 
Ameiica to the Year 1 764.* 

Nay more: I ipoke £com the Oflnnrs and 
Wilhes of the Colonics themielves throog^ 
their Coi^efs, that this tutUuaJ CoMfa0 mi|^ 
continue} {vide p.- 54, of thellmgbtSt)' aad 
beyond tins I did not look. It was not fat: ^ 
me to dilate the Powers, nor : define <tbe 
Sights o( Congrefs. 1, was fatisfied. with, bodi 
in their Hands, and I had had too many Beaoh 
o£ their confummate^ Wifibm upon tfaefe 
Toques, not to fay of them as HasakAiiM 
of his Father's Ohofk ; '' TU take the Ohotft's 
" Word for a thoulind:Founds"f .,' 
' So that although I had heen fpeaibuinufy 
wrong, fo far as the Authority of the Coil-i- 
gr^s went>. I was: pra0icaify-ngbti and as; it 
fiirther appears that I did n(A %,. nor mean 
to fay, *^ That the Coloniib.had no Right to 
" Freedom in Trade," nor yet had.a Wi(h to 
deprive them Tof tbaty or of any other natural or 
p^itical R^ht \i^atibever ta which they>were 
entitled} fo I had here (fiitisfadorily too I 
ihould hope) have taken Leave of Mr. Cart-^ 
wright, if there had not been one Point more 
remaining, who&. Merits I coold wifli a little 
to difcufs; not only becaufe they do not &em 
to be thoroughly underftood, but becaufe, 

f Vid. Letter, p. |o. . 
.'t;, Mr. Cattwrighl; fm, <■< He doies not.nean s*-tiii* tht Cm^^ 
•■ tu their Word, Decauie," 6ys he, " thar Offer exceeded what they 
** could jxjffiUjr luTc had le^ Powen Kr AttU" Vid. Letter, P..33. 

upon 
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vfMQ th(nr due .Solution, the hioft itnpoftaat' 
canftttutionad Do£h)iiK<bangs. 

The Point is this. Mr. Cartwright< objeds 
to my ealluig the 'Amerkaas, Britifi> Subjeds } 
wad. £q^s ikaX itittfMCjh$erican ■9abje£ts : But^ 
as if ficmfcious of ui Impropriety, fae conviem 
tfaemv by a Note lumneitiateiy after, into Bn^ 
ttfb jAuiiaAi Sub|cds.* His. Argument is> 
*'.rTheir Alk^ianee.l» ^ King, did not make 
f f tfaem ^tift> Sai^e£b r For were that To, tfaea 
**«Doaid the Hanoverians be Britifh Subje^i 
*< £iit the Truth is, the.Pe4apk.of Hanover a» 
** hisHnuwerian:Subjeds, the Peo]4eof<3i«at 
" Britain his BritiOi Sub^eas, the People of 
** Ireland his Iriih Sjubjci£b ; and fo, in like 
.<« Msmner, the Peiqple cf America wr/v his A* 
'^ mcikanSub^e&si' '.And theuxhe fnbjohis 
thefbUowmg Note iniBxfdanation of himfdH 
** I do not. mean to.infiquate that Great Brt- 
" tain's Oonnedions;srith;Biitiih Ainerka and 
" with. Hanover, wcrej of the fame Nature, 
*^ bec^nfe I know, they agreed oajy in the fok 
*f Circumftfonee of Ji^e reipe^ve Countries 
." having the feme Sovereign J' 
' Now although Mr. Cartwright is a little 
right herein, in ray (pinion he is .a great deal 
wrong; and, where his Error is, I -will take 
the Liberty to. fu^jeft. It is true, that the 
Allegiance of the Coionifts^ fy. the King did not 
make them Britijh ■&\ihie£t&:: for then, as k is. 
faid, the Hanoverians would be Britifh Suh- 
jeds. It is alio, true, that the People ^ Ha,^ 

• Vid. Utter, p. 5. nOVCT 
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nenrn 9e^ Ab Hamw^riah ;&ibjed», the Bno^ 
of Great Britain; iKf Bntifli £ii3ijq33s« .this Pfifif- 
fifi pf Irdand iu ioih Su^dft8t and thalt the 
^«op)e ofAtneiica (im^ JUsAxmntan'Mmb^d^t 
^ut it is 4t tnuy tlrat «h& fieoplc i^>Gn«t Bd* 
Uim fkDd iJae Beople pf, Jreiand srff.awk Afaat 
fhe Feopl? ofi Anunica. irareifinA^/SuJbinftt 
)ik«w!i&, wfaoch l^e Fcxiple of Haitoner «)» 
Slots, aod the lUtlbn «fvtha»dt,. that wJdbto. 
inr» of tht Briitfif Em^e.^trntt Aik^anior is 
ma^afd to tbe £>«»« <^ En^amd,. which 4»n- 
ftkoiet thiem all ^r/i/>& fvri>je3»i eqwdl^; and 
ilili«< Wfasreas the AUegiancB of the People ot 
Hanover is xsot to thejOmcw <e(f Eagfand, but 
lo</li&(ri&'«|giof England ;. Jt&eeeby making them 
%l^lift»i^4£r£%, laut mot J3riA);b Subjeas. 
^Jiiftd hmeB^aiafes.tiie Grotiad o^ .Miftakenpon 
WlAtiBi Mn Caatisiig^i'eems to hure tiaddem 
The grdati .tfac:taiportBot Line of DiAific<^ 
tkifi^;ivhtdi the :Confiitution has draavn be^ 
^mreeo the J^g of Engiaad aid the Maaetvfy 
of JBo^and, .oc, iin Jtpore coimaoa Phibaie, be- 
tftftsa. the wSsvi^ of England, ^nd the jCtovu of 
England, is here totally ^ unnoticed -, jf^Ithough 
ilpoh thcs Difference not only die undet^ahd^ 
iog.af ]:his.Poinii rdls, hut much other Mat-^ 
ter of the laft Confequence depends. 
; . TjhatitheiGr/2^of Engli»id is not the (aaie» in 
ftttftfiipe^» with the Crown of &ig}and, or that, 
in Other Words, the King of England and the 
JSIcyazffiidy of England are feparable, and not infe* 
{ittoaUfi ; is a Pr<^iition not to be conteiled ; 

But. 
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dot if it'wetfe/ llictfe iietda boiieeter!^«ia|fe6 
fiof its Proof, than thofe th^t are befbi:e us« 

Tbat tkt People of Hanoiitr a« the Kim^^ 
Hailomriaii Suli)e£l8, and that the P^opfe <AF 
AzoMica were his Ameridan Subje^s, is admits 
Md hf*Mr. Caitwright $ and it is ^dded by- me, 
4kat ^ Ftoplt of America vr^re alfo £/v/^ 
Subjtti&i&t which (as Mr. Caritvdrrighc likfiwire 
«i^itf) the People of HanovW orenot: Skit 
lol ne try this State of thefe Exmaplei in tiie 
9<3tak>n of a C^fe, 

. Befofie that bigottedTyiraht JaAies 11. had his 
Cboivn takdn fpom his Head« and was driwm 
aai of this Kingdotn, as one unfit to wear rthat 
Crown, the People of America were Mihsaed^ 
can Sabjefis $ and if ^tjhppdfe that h&' was aUb 
Ele^or of Hanover, at wilt follow that the Peo^ 
pie of Hanover Were hh Hah^i^iisiti S<it^«<%5k 
But nark the IX^eren^e in: the ^queL / ' 
• When James iL< was dj-iuen out of the Kitig^ 
dom, did the People of America <^nti]l«ie'/^iw 
Subje£i:s? M. -When James IL w^s driVen 
out of the Kingdom<, did the People of Haao* 
ver continue i^V Sublets? y^i^ Why? The 
Heafofi is plain.' The People of - America^ ht-^ 
ing Members of ii\i^BritiJh Ejmpire, owed Al* 
Icgiance to the Monarchy of the State i an4 
through that Monarchy to the Monarch: birt 
in the Inftant that the Monarch ceafed tp 
reign, although Allegiance continued to the 
Monarchy, it ceafed to the Monarch. The Ea^5 
. are true in all their Parts. Upon theExpul^ 

fion 
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fi4>n of James II. the People of America were 
no. longer bis Subjects, but they wore ftUi 
Sub}c£t8 ; for they owed Allegiance to the 
Monafchy : . which Monarchy continiied t<^ 
exift^ though without a Monarch.* (or other* 
wife an Appeal muft have been made to 
you ^s the CpUeflive Body of. the People to 
fj?rm afiother Conftitution) ; and when the 
Monarchy, was filled in the Perfon of our gk>^ 
i;iij9m DeUyerer William I1I> Allegiance vefted 
in him } and the People of America, before 
3)|b)i^$ to %)^p Monarchy, now. became Sub- 
lets to the King* But it was not fo with thi 
People of Hanover : For they, not being Mtm^ 
heri ^f the Britijb Empire^ owed no Allegiance 
tQ.^thA Crown or Monarchy^ but their AUe* 
gwicip was pergonal to the King, as Elector of 
l^f^stx : which Perfonality James IL carried 
away with him, and the People of Hanover 
di4 iu>t continue Subjects to the King, in the 
Perfon of William IILf . 

From thefe Circumftances then, the follow- 
ing Corollaries refu^t : That the Allegiance of 
$ubje6ls.i& due ft tbe<]rown^ and through the 

f^ In the Japous Conference b^etn the Lords and Commons at 
the Convention, Serjeant Maynard iaid» ** that the CooftitntioR 
** notwichibmding the Vacancy » was the^M^ ; that the Laws that 
^*.ivere.the Foundations- and Rules of that Conftitution were the 
** fame; but if there was in any particular InAance a Breach of thsut 
*< Gbnftitudon," that would be an Abdication* and an Abdication 
«< would infer a Vacancy," ice. See Echard's HiH. of £ng. B. 3. 
ch. 5. p. 1 144. Fol. Edit. 

f. It oinft. he noted^r tjiat what is here (aid of James U. is opon 
the fu(»p9£^d Fad (which is as concluiive as if real) that he was 
both King of England and Elector of Hanover. In the Perfon of 
Goorgc L the Faft exided, and continues fo to do. 

Crown; 
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Growo^ tto'thc Kipg wearing that Crown:* 
Tiiat every Member of the Empire owe$ Ai^. 
legiance /0 the Crowns and of eourfejs both a* 
Bfdtifb Subje6):» trA a Subjed to the King : . But ^ 
cvely Subjeft to the King is not a MemtHKrof 
tb^ Empire (as' in the Cafe of Hanover), and 
therefore, not owing Allegiance to the Crown,' 
is not a Britiih Subject : That this All^ianoe 
to the Crown arifes out of the Conftitutioo, 
for it -was the Conftitution that treated the 
M(marehyi an4 the Monarchy the King, not 
the King the Monarchy : That when the King' 
cediies^to be King, the Crown retains its AUe- 
gknce, and the Kifig does not; for it is the 
Crown that conveys Allegiance to the Ki;ig* 
When James IL wfts a Fag^orid in France,, 
the, Crown of England gave Allegiance ti> • 
WilUamlllj and of this Sort Precedents ia. 
our Hiftory are njultitudinous, but here fu* 
perfludus.^ And now there being another 
Species of Allegiance, which, the Coi^ftitiiitif^A 

:• This Doarine whilil it dcftroys the Jefuitical Diftinaioii of a 
Ktiig i^ Jwru and a King ^/ Fa^o^ 19 iacoatcftabij proved ^ tW 
Attthofficifis that Sir WilUun Blackftone quotes, tiK>ugh in Oppobtioa 
to his own Opinion. ' Serjeant Hawkins feys, ** that a King ottt of- 
"' ^^^^» u fo &rfh>m having any R^ht'to o^ Mk^Bnothf. 
•* Virtnc of any other Title which he may fet up againft the King 
** in 'ieingy that we are bound by the Duty of oar Allegiance to 
** reiift hini." Vide Blackftone's Commentaries, v, 4, p, 77, mi 
Hawk. PI. Cr. B. 1 . p. 36. See alfo Hale's PI. Cr. B. i . p. 69, 

t The Spenfers in the Reign of Edward II. muhtained/** That 
'* Homage and Legiance is due to the King, rather in Reladon to 
**^the Crown, than abfoiutely to his Peribn ; beeauie no Legiance 
*^ Ss due io hhn before the Crown be vefted upon him : that if the 
" Kins do not govern according to Law, the Lieges in fuch^aie 
^* are bound by their Oath /a the Crown to remove hith ctditr by 
** Law or Rigour." Sec Nat^Bac. Difc. part 2. p, ^z* 

knowing 
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kho«4ng: h(»h(hg^ at ' alt' of; I wUl ilej« -f all> 
mbfotloib iifH<ldiGule and CcmXKth^ty wtAikft-i 
CMk' ft isioiMting! to thi9 Itmov^tidtf^'that' 
tti^lCrowJi of England has loft mott ttkR#. 
citie !Hilf <^'il% Empke. Ttm new>^angl«{b 
I)«S^riniff tt^ that) M^mttctl W dvos -to ^tiw^' 
iJo^s&AXJtxtt^ Of tothe t^fliantent, or a^ th^' 
AMhfeiidibp of iY«fk. calis- it^'l>y Way «fJgiv.i 
idgf :ftM: l>Mv' e^ the Ttoied ' in • a (tehdtftif»'i 
F^utifiM*^ OfHsi (ifl'ai«f fo f^ak) >' UiWlftu^ 
*<'^««^i/tf'^fe */if/irV thfefeby irrtalting' of ^^nsrY- 
Meftyber of the^taie a::j^t5!(iRiiig,:or ^tty^ 
TyHakf}^ Sflhidl taktn^r ^«-^ Kfsaibei' Of ihatP 
State Ibii^fbl^^ of oottt^'AHe^atiidie to hifti)iilt#;i 
Botyis Ihav^ <Mbrved> beforey Afkgiafleier is'' ' 
dodi^fo theiMotiar^hy, attd'to Ao 4»h^rr'jPaf%' 
ofithdStatiiy ai«difhe Mojnarchy s^aati>bfiV 

arid t*i© t>effrf)ci«ey of ttofte. ';..',.) 

JIm Ihilve^ittvibat'Upon the dor SoiwtioAf 
o#<t{HM^it»of'this PointvtHe t^^iftiflhpdirtanir' 
cpof^tutional D&^xine Iwpg^i ^i?d Iwillc^n- 
cifelry enp\aa<i nryfelfv .The Do^rincy I aliudeK 
to, is that of iUeM^ihtes^l^cn^^'to the.K!ing;; 
Anribiates whfeh fedwwtf ftri^ftfy^ jfuft in Infti-;; 
tibtioir, hy iK^'Meians, vrairfant the Infere^ce». 
th«ar©ch:a<vfi',fi*e><n theiw.-f- :■■... 

^he Cafe^ .in, a Word, is-thi^. When t'^e 

c ...■;.', • ■ J •* 

r 1*TbM Pablkatmn w«a« X Sermon whkbwas prmdied. and prtau* 

e4* atkb Undcd libaw ^ 'Bat not adwerttMd tk) the piAlk .HttBk«;> 

nit AHA. ■..-... 

^ UlRfeMbcncet are; dtat ** the Ring can d4 no. wrong" that> 

'« tikc Kii^ ncrai ^iet," that <• tl|v Kin^is alw^s a MiAorv" &c. ■• 

'!••' 'V- ■' Conftitution 
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Conffitutkni (^- Unglindwas fanned^ a Coaur 
biaiiiaoh:of thtvtiivte IbfOKi of :Gov(aninMnt 
(viz, Mon^irchy, Aiiftocfa<y« and Dtmocraoy^ 
for ckd Plu^ofbofoiM, Imngj aniis ^vidcht 
theeefc^tay fhe O&j^ ef Sctttettsenlt $ jf md 
not'tonlf nccd&ry tli«t the RightliB i^pcmin^ 
ifig to, •»:)>> Foftnihocikl tciittsni tmt dkit 
titcfc Riglic* ihould be dcsriy afcertaintdr m 
ahtor tw produce, by tbeii- 6petacft Coumetu 
a6bM», tttegreat£>dignid»ottof'thcirtJnk]fn^'f» 
To tiKrMotidircby t^ was given Sc^ertign^j 
PiefiftftiMt i»>d Fitfttuitf fts AttaiibottSy ttv tlte 
jAflra^y efimti&t to its Exfftsmrf.F^ triih* 
autJ$av»<HgiMy, ^ovcrcr tM^mbt&ntntt c^De-i 
i^atidn^ m^m\xt94!tii&xtmWetor^ wliich waff 
to be atidided, wai iiiipiitaibte $ without P<irpe-> 
taky iM^t- was-lnealic to kiftcwas-iilbjeft td 
Anmhikteron^ ^ndi'therefbrn fucfo-wsre the 
con^tmibnal Attribtit^ of the Monvardty s 
bfit <te^ie thefe ^ttribudes^^v^re fo ppedica^ 
ftd of tte9 Monarchy, does it therefore jiecetf^ 
&rity^f<3Mof7 that they aire the exiftin^ Qua-t 
U^e$ <9f thcMonsrch? A» Extfnif^ will aff(»d 
thcf btft* 'Froof, and one fixamplte tp«ill filfiice 
for all thettefti ' - : ^.' ' , 

f"rom the abftra6l.Attributeof Perfe6iion in 
the Mofuircby, it is inferred, " that the King, 
cm dty no wrong ;"jmd, irt lUuftratioaof this 
Do^rin^ Sir William Blackflone lays it dowi^t. 

+ **« In a Conftitution Fifce our-s, the Safety of th« XVfcsle depeiidt 
" on the Balance of the 'Farts ; and the Balance of* fiie Parts 66 
'* •A(Sf ihttlnaf rttdepehdi?«cy on on<; ajUtlMf." ViJte' fitfliftg. 
Rem. Hift.-trfEngs Oft.E<J. p. 30. • . . . ■ 

that 
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[ xvi I 
tbat ? th^iJi^ is not only intapable of; tiding 
^:<wrDngy iHSt even of tbinldiftg wrong : /He can 
^ never mtin' .to do an imprqpd: Thing : In 
'^ hixnis no;Ko|ly lor Weakn^s/^* But let us fee 
bow this Wfiftminiler^IMl.I^feretKei (for it is 
called B, ifgai'MitAm) : ani it$ Camment agree 
with jthe ponftitu^oaikt/'ivith Nature, « with 
Reafttn, r.imth CbmnK)n * Sietife, wiifh'^K|tf^: 
lieiice, with Faft> with Precedent, and with> 
Sj^r William iBlackfioneihii^^ wdHrwlystiMr^ 
}fY the Appiioa^tibn of ; thefe Rules of Evidence* 
thioretb,, itiWiU.not be found j that (from the. 
Want of Attetrtiori, as^Lhave taken Notice of . 
before, io» that ^important Line of Difibin^tion 
which tbe Conftitution has drawn between 
the i3»7^ of ^England, * and the Cr^miKi^ EAgr-: 
bnd) What, was attcisbutcdr to the: Mmameiy: 
has not been given to :tlw MonanA^Sifh^ 
meant Jfor the\K//ig>^j^.cobveyed to i^'KUng^ 
what defigned for the Ih'n^ transferred to the 
Prrjbnt what intended for Tbetny ^p^lied to 
Pra£licei aiid fo in Conftquence that whlift 
the PremUfes (of the Ftrfy&ion of the> Mo- 
narchy)' be true, the Conclufion (that the 
King can do no wrong) be not falfe.^ . 

• Vid. Black. Comm. v. i . p. 246. This Comment upon the Text 
that *^ the King can do no wrong,'* might have pafTed wdl emmgh 
in the: R^^git' pf James L; and no doubt would have been n^ery ac- 
ceptable; to that learned Ideot: But it is now a Century and a Half 
iii^ce that • Reign, and «« Mankind being," according to Do£lor 
Pricftly, *\ i&a progreffivc State of Improvement/' arc of Coifrie a 
Century and a Half wifer. Vid. Pricftly on Government, p* 2. 
. t " How c^fily dpes the Worfliip of the DMnity degenerate into 
« a Worihip of the M//*" Vid. Hume's Effays^ p. 46. 

^nd 
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r And firft in Reference to the Conftitution : 
To wliich if this Matter be applied (meaning 
what it^exprefles, and if it do not it is un- 
worthy of Notice) it is fubveriive of a Prin- 
^ciple in the Conftitution, upon which the 
Prefervation of the Conftitution depends; I 
mean the; Principle of Re/ifiance : A Principle 
^icl^ whilft no Man will now venture to 
gainiay. Sir William Blackftone himfelf admits, 
" « j^ij^i^ to the Per/on of the Prince when* 
*^ tjbit^. Being of the State is endangered, and- 
^^ thci public Voice proclaims fuch Refiftance 
'^ necj^^;'V^nd thus, by fuch Admiflion^^ 
both jcti%>rovQ$^ the Maxim, and overfets his* 
own CQminmt thereupon : For to fay that 
" the^ ]^g can do no wrong," and th*t " he 
^y is ifiQapabie even of thinking wi'Qng/' and^ 
dien to^mit that '^ Refiftance to his^Peripn 
'f^is^juftifiable/' are fuch jarring Contradic- 
tions in themfelves, that until reconciled, the 
Neceflity of Argument is fufpendcd. * 
. Wifh Refpe£t then, in the next Place, to 
the Agreement of this Maxim and its Com- 
ment 9vith Nature, with Reafbn, and . with 
Coiomoa Senfe, I (hould have thought my«; 
leif Aifikiently juftified in appealing to every 
Mdn's own Refledion for pbcificm, if I had 
not been made to underftand that Nature, 
ReafMi, and Common Senfe ha4 had nothing 
to do with either. Sir William Blackftone fays» 
*' That though a philofophical Mind will con-. 

* Vid. Blackftone'fl Comitt. r. i% p. t^u 

B fidcr 
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" fider ttw 'twill* Perft>tt Mffely sis;<»te- MWn 
'* SipptAttixd by tn&tual Confeht ^tdi prefide 
•* over others, and will pay him that' Rfeve-' 
** rence and Ottty Whieh the PrinciplcB of So-' 
'« clety d«itta»d, yet the Mftfe of IVkhkifrtd Will' 
*« be apt ib fgrow ihfoleht and ref»^6Vdry if 
** taught td (kJnfider the^f Prince as a Man oft 
*« h6 gi-eat^r'Perfefti^n-tban'thenifehrcsjf' and' 
'.♦therefore th^ Law a^ribw to- th© Kit^, in 
'» his hif h J»<)litical Charafter, certain Attri- 
•* butes 6f a grt*t arid-t#attf€endant SfaSttire,' 
" by which tWP«»(>pte-i«iled to dttdfid^phini' 
♦^ in th6 Light ^ AJupm^ Aingy em- to faf 
" him thdt aWfUl . Rfef]^ whicH •mffj'^able 
'^ him:Witlt'gi«6atef E'ai^' tt>'i0arl^'<>irt: tfib Bu-' 
«» fme&^df^ GfoverAmetltP^J »o 'that, m 6v^t' 
tSo • «^ovirh- iWifii greate^^EBftr,' (wWi<h by the' 
bye is rnere "Affertiori -w^ithcAat any ^^^dtif) it 
is necef^ikiff fe6» /«?««e •llie-Mafs of •Klan^itid', 
by miMng thetti- bdleVe, -hot only what b. ^hi- 
lofophical Mitjdcatth6t-^ieipe» bul^Mvt*at it is^ 
iliripdlBble for 4ny5WiWd tb b*liev<Ji-aAd there- 
ford ki the k^fttgfttion yf^lhWSAbjt®, accotd- 
ihg f o -Si* William, jiiM\9t Natart, Reifbn, 
nor CbttiHK>nf Scrife dak' ^^Ve* any ConHCertt;' 
•• But «6^*«^a«flf^uf^•i 'Wight be toyieM 
ikp-tay Senft*,- to the Aiftherity of- f6 great a 
MaA- J 1 ate Irem the fdftii 'A^khoti^i with- 
held frdm-iioiftg fo r -F6t"}f t^oiM -brfievd 
that the King-was if ji^^or Bein^i'l. flio&Id 
have noifefitation to'bcUev6:a Db^hine, which 
Sir William himfelftx^klodts; and explodes 
"^ - becaufe 
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beca«ie repugnigiat " to com/nmReaffti :" I m^dt 
the 'Deftrine of " the Dtvmty of r^gal Svfay" 
whkh Jafties I, and the Reft, of his Rase, 
.thoo^t fit to .alTuinie tp thernfelves. . I f»y I 
ihould not beiitate'.ajt this, bec^ufeith^ one 
ij«ccfl^r)ly follovws from the other, if Jao^s 
L yfag[a. fuperior Being, his Government wa^ 
^juregH'mm; and if it be noceffdry to impofe 
a fidief on the Mafs of Mankied in th^ f^t- 
mcf. Inftancc, . why ftioiald, it >iot he equally 
mecei&ry in th4 latter ? The Gafes do not ftem 
-toimfij:© difii^* ^OBgh Sir WiUwBi'3 Sefiti.- 
mtfit^-: do .upon itbem -,. . and <fH^f9re .!?ei»g 
thAs IdR.at my -.Option, I muftotrn.! canijot 
.CQuniCf nance P<dit«:s of fuch ^ Cbirtplesiojl. 
Thiey tnoay he ,thaPoIitics o( J^fy'avelt but.^tl 
dm fiirc, they, are »(at the PoUtics-. of yp/^n BhU- 
Ssrnn-DimutimOed^uSt fay^ te)tteOj Jdhw; 
.and *t? Honefty is.the.beft PpUcy":>vith; Wrt-.v* 
It is the only Policy pf our Goveirnmenti; a^ 
if this Kjn©wled|e^«r« tiqtas old af the G/JMern- 
niwitideJf, a modcfniPropf. Wu)4 flfford tJie 
full(«ft(;^piivi^on». ContraA th^Adgvioiftratiip)! 
of that "u/V/awiStatefman, the latcEatl of Chi- 

. i 1 ■ ' 

thara^ with that of the prefeat ;aetfmi«^iMmi{l@ri 
tyJioQver iie l?e V-J' ;$iTl^ the Demonftra,tiori of 

* ^< Haftc Rbmatta ^ile/^' %s Livy, ** N<Mi rtrfatiariuti ^Puiii- 
M eftniiil« necpie Calllilitack Grscsr, apod quoe falkr« fioAntt gio- 

fXjofti Mom has re{>Midly dte1a»td in the Heofo of Comaums 
<< tiiat heneter looked ilp<iln himfelf in th^ Light of MiAiOer, that 
^* h^l^ no nioi« thM til« Servant of the Public, wkoTe Councils- it 
*f it^'Wtft^fiMefs to eXBciKe and not to dired ;'' and to this Declaim 
^ioii*1iiiriLoKl(lMp has, in ^he (ame Mann^f added x\m pradeac ite- 
folotion* ** that (^liiUidtit Jlt(j^dn£bUi«x> Md altbAOgh ij^eCoanctls 

•> B 2 Euclid 
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Euclid will follow. The former y by knowing 
that " Honefty wa% the beji Policy," and by 
making that the Rule of his Adminiftration> 
brought this Country to a Pitch of Glory, 
Grandeur, and Power, unknown to any other 
State antient or modern : The latter^ by be* 
lieving that " Honefty was Utitnjoorfi Policy/' 
and hy making that the Rule of his Miniftry, 
has reduced this once proud Empire to th© 
contemptible Level of the Minifter himfelf* 

It remains to examine in how much thi» 
Maxim and its Comment agree with Ex- 
perience, with Faft, with Precedent, and 
with Sir William Blackftone himfelf. And 
here it is Matter of moft curious Speculation, 
-to obTerve a Maxim laid down, and which is 
intended for a Rule of Government, not only 
without a Angle Cafe in fupport of it, but 
with a String of Cafes that may be carried 
^back to Egbert the firft Monarch of England, 
^ in direft Oppofition to thcs Doctrine, Who 
is the Man, that reading the fafi Hiftory of 

tvUcli he is to execote be fatal to the Inttrefts of Ae Natk») ^* he 
. «< will not reUgn* but will continue to hold the Office of Prime 
^ Minifter,'' and of Courfe to enjoy the Honours and Emolumrats 
that are to be derived f^om it. How different the Earl of Chatham ! 
The Earl of Chatham rtfigmi his Ofioe^ becaoie he would not be 
anfwerable for Meafures that he did not dired i Lord North boUt 
his Office, becaafe he neither imfSA the Meaf«res nor is anfwerable 
• for them. Bot it is in this Inftance akme, that any. Comparifon be- 
tween thcfe two Chambers is intended : fhr Lord Chatham, was 
Minxfier in FaA as Well as in Office/ and as fach the People, looked 
up to him } whilft Lord Nor^h openly confefies his own mere Often- 
fibility, and the People lo(4c down on him as one, who£r ipk Occn- 
. pation is, by the mere Dint ofydi from theTreafunr BoKii, tp get 
their hfoney into the Treafury. And in this it man be ownrdf w 

f , . thi$ 
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this Ck>uhtry, will ihew us any King that has^ 
done no wrong? Who is the Reader that will 
not find, that all the Wrongs and Injuries 
which the free Conftitution of this Country 
has hitherto fufFered, have been folely deri- 
ved from the arbitrary Meafures of our Kings ? 
Aoid yet the Mafs of Mankind are to look up* 
on the King, as a fuperior Being; and the 
Maxim that ** the King can do no wrong/' i$ 
to itmain as an Article of Belief. But with- 
but pufhing this Inquiry any further, let us 
fee what Encouragement Sir William Black* 
ftone himfelf has given us for our Gredulity. 
Afttr Aating the Maxim> and prefenting us 
with a moft lively Pifture^ " of our fovercign 
" Lord thus all perfect and immortal^' what does 
he make this All-perfe£lion and Immortality 
in the End to come to ?♦ His Words are thefc: 
" For when King Charles's deluded Brother at- 
" tempted to enjlave the Nation," (no Wrong this^ 
tD be Jure) ** he found it was beyond his Power : 
" the People both Could, and did refift him : 
" and in Confequence of fuch Refiftancc, obti^ 
"-^ ged him to quit his Enterprise and his 
*^ Throne together/* f 

The Sum of all is this : That the Crown 
of England and the King of England are 
diftinguifhable, and not fynonimous Terms : 
That Allegiance is due to the Crowny and 
through the Crown to the King : That the At- 
tributes of the Crown are Sovereignty, Perfect 

• yjfk ^lackftoneVCdmiD. y. !• p. 2$^. t W* v- 4- P- 433- *" 
B 'I tion. 
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tioti, and Perpetuity; but tliat it dock nor 
therefore follow^ ^' that thi King can da no 
"wnDng." .It is indeed to be admitted, tJiat in 
high Reipe&l:' for the Crovm, high Refpeft is 
alfo due to th?t Wearer of 'that down; that is^ 
to the King : But the Crown is to be preferred 
to the King^ for the firft Veneration is due to 
thi Ccattitution, It is Hkewife to hefupp^fed^ 
that* the King mill do no wrong; and as to 
prevent this, a Privy Council is appointed by 
the COnftitution to aflift the King in the Ex* 
ccutlon of the Government, fo if any Wrong 
be done, " thefe Men," as Montefquieu ek* 
preffes It, ** may be examined and puniftled'^♦ 

' But if any future King (hall think to fcreen 
tfiefe evil Cocinfetlors, from the juft Vengeance 
of the People, by becoming his own Minijiery 
arid, in fo doing, Ihall take for his Sanftiori, 
*• the Attribute vf FerfeBiony' fhall truft to the 
Deception of his being " a fuperior Being,'^ 
and cloak himfclf under the Maxim, that " the 

* Except the ^arli^ment, which is the great Cooncil of the Na- 
tion) the Judge?, WhI tht ?^ers, who, hemg the hereditary Ccnin- 
fellers of the Crowu, have not only a Ri^Kt, bt^t Are bonnd /« Fsr0 
Confcientia to advife fhe'King for the ppblk Good; the Conftitution 
knows of no other Council than tjhe Pri<ty Conntil. Ally othet 
Council, Uke ClifFordi Arlingroni Birclqingham, Aihley, Lander- 
dale, and as the Initial Ecfters oY' thefe Names exprcfi; is a 
C A S A L| and. ^Ifa^ Donald be fupp^r^fleji.. Nat. Bacoii^ fpeak- 
ing of the Lof? of Power in the grand Council of Lords* %s. •* Th* 
" Senic of Sdifc pnw contraAed btb a /V^/ 'Canntil^ it feoft re* 
** cotttradcd- into a C^ihet Connc^^ ami M irfaft into 4 Fa^onr* 
** ite or two; which many Times b^ines/l^anaage to the Public, 
** and toth ^i^Mes vxiA Kinp \)^to^xtte!ti^' PtHipiNs % fMutJy' 
<« foirWiRit of Maturity, bat princwally throagh tlit Providttjce 
" pFGod bvef-rulittg irregular Couries to the Hurt of TmcIi as walk 
^Jftthen/' Pol. Sifc. part a. pag-.tof*. . 
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ift-j^Appe«liiln»d)[;ip4de tp the Cooititu- 
^QAf^to NAture» to Biea/bn» ta Comf|i<m St&nfe^ 
JK^.'Bll^ncncfe, to FaQ:, tp Pr^e4wl,.4iid to 
$ir William Blackftone himiblf fy^^r, and 
l^mdnde Ibe NeceiEty of any foither jR^emarks 

V .|i«vi^ thus explaixied die Hi^afofi of thi^ 
^kdU»«tipn to you, and having refnoved the 
wd^ ieemiog Obftacl^s that have: been thrown 
ia.Wif Way, with iuch Obfervatigpi and Rcr 
isu^kf upon them, ^s may be jiievuid perhaps 
pbi .altogether iroper tinent ; I tow, cpiw to 
j&ifia, Wwd or two aj^jrc in Adiiitioa to the 
ThoB^ht? themfelvcs, as tending not only to 
their Elucidation, but as fcrying, more di«^- 
ly, Jo point out the Soutxe of our prei^nt P6- 
liiici^ Diftraaionf, ia order to their Remfdy 
and Redreft, > 

Jn the Courfe of the ioWmvag Thoughts, 
the principal ObjeiQ: of Confidcration has been 
^he DoiStrine of '* the Omnipoteiicy pf Parlin- 
jmcnt;'* But a$ the Importance of thisDotSlririe 
rrifes, in Proportion to the Attention that is 
given to, it, fo a Renewal of the Subjqft here, 

. ♦; Jor J5a<pe?icBCc, Fpft, ;Wld Prec^dc»tf fe? thq Rd^s of King 
John, ^eniy III. Edward IJ, Richard II. Charles I. aod James II, 
iee^yki Mirror of Jufiicesf where it is faid, ** that this grand Af- 
** fea^lj (meaoiag the now Parliament or t^n lyittenargeniotte) is 
•• tQ conifer the Government of God's PeopJe, how they piay be kppt 
^* iirdm Sin,- livt in Quiet, and have Right ^one them, according to 



'* the Cfflooiy and Laws ; anjd ^lore efpecially «/* Wron^ done hy 
»?» (Joeen, or^ their Children :" To which N^t. Bacon 
N0tC, ** At this Time the King mi^t ^o nvrot^, &c. and 

** To fay Braaoh and Fleta of Kings in their Tinie." Dife. part i. 



♦* the Ki»g9 (Joeen, 

^adds this 



pag. 37. UMn 1739' 
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and to whtdi alone I nrtan tor confine my<* 
felf, will not, I truft, be thought a Wotk pf 
Supererogation in me; nor yet, leading as it 
does to a propofed Plan o£ Reformation^ will 
it prove without its Ufe to you, 

l*he Doctrine itfelf is, as I have juft ftated 
it to be, that of " the Omnipotency of Parlia- 
ment y' and It is under this Head that I now 
mean to coniider it : But it having made its 
Appearance to the World under other Topics 
of Argument differing in Bxpreilion, according 
to its different Affertors, though agreeing ia 
Sentiment ; it may not be amifs that each be 
brought in Conjundtion with the other,: that 
all in one coUefted View may be feen. By one 
theni it has been called /^ thq Supremacy of 
Parliament :" by another, " the Right of Par- 
*' liament to unlimited Power in and over the 
'' whole Britifti Empire :" By a third, " a Right 
** to bind, by A6t of Parliament in all Cafes 
" whatfoever ;" and fo fays a modern Statute of 
itfelf : By a fourth, it is faid, " that the 
" Legiflative Authority of King, Lords, and 
" Commons is as defpotic over all Britons, let 
** them live whereever they pleafe, as the 
^* Grand Turk is over his own Subjefts." And 
again, ** Abfolute Defpotifm* muft lodge fome- 
" where, and nothing can be more unlimited 
** in Power than an Aftof Parliament :"* And 
laftly, as if to concenter all poffible Powers 

* See Political Eflays printed for W. Strahao» and T. Cadell in 
the Strand, 1762. pag. 39. 

into 
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into one^ iht Fhrafeology adopted is, ^' the Qm- 
** nipotcncc of Parliament" And which Imcn^ 
lion again, laft as well as firft, becaufe the 
Weight of Authority whence this Pofition is 
derived has, I am led to think, not only efta*- 
Uiihed this Doftrine in Theory, by the im^ 
•plicit Faith of others therein, bat has proved 
too the unhappy Foundation of its Praftice,* 

Such I fay then is the Doftrihe, and thcfe 
the Terms of Language in which it has been 
conceived and cxpreffed : But I may now per- 
haps be told, that if fuch Weight be due, as 1 
Have admitted, to the Authority upon whicli 
this Do£lrine feems to reft; it is, at leaft, a 
Mark of Prefumption in me, under any Cir-*- 
cumftances, to controvert, or in any Shape, 
to raife Objeftions thereto. And of this Re- 
proof, fo far as it goes, there is no one who 
iftore fenlibly feels the Impreffion than myfelf. 
But my Juftification being grounded on a Max- 
im of long Influence over my Condufl:, that to 
Precedents not founded on Right, and to Au- 
thority, however' great, not fupported by Rea- 
Ibn, no Deference is due ; -f* this w)ll lead me 
to the Application of this Maxim to the pre- 
fent Cafe, and of Courfe to an Examination of 
the Subjeft more particularly and in Detail. 

* Mf. Addifon fays, ^' Moft of oar Fellow-fabjeds are snided 
'* either by the Prejifdice of Education, or a Deference to the Judges 
^< ment of thofe who, perhaps, in their own Hauls, difapprove the 
^* Opinions whiich they induftrioafly fpread among the Multitude.*' 

t This Maxim is, to thofe who adopt it, the Exception to Mt4 
Addi&a's Role. 

\ . The 
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' . The Authority alluded to^ I .am already- an- 
ticipated in faying, is that of Sir William 
Blackftone; for to whom oan fuch Weight be 
due. if not to the learned Author of the Corh- 
mentaries on the Laws of England! £ut. t(» 
this Authority it is now neceflary, from thefe 
ComnyentarieS) to add the following Quota*- 
tion ; that the one may fupport the.othet, and 
-that both may ftand the Teft of^ Inquiry. . 
," The Power and Jurifdiftion of Parliament," 
jays ,Sir Edward Coke, " is fo tranfcendeuj: 
*^ and abfoiute, that it cannot be confined^ ei*. 
.^ ther for Caufes or Perfons, within any 
:'' Bounds. * And of this high Court" (of y^^ 
jice^ I think Sir Edward calls it) he adds, " it 
♦^ may be truly faid. Si AntiquitatenifpeMes^ efi 
y vetuftiffimO'S fi Digmtute^y eft homratij^mai 
^ J' y^rifdiBknem^ eji capacfj(}ima. ^^ It hath fo- 
V ver-eign and uncofitrolable Authority in 
•* making, confirming, enlarging, reftraining, 
y abrogating,, repealing, reviling, and ex- 
/* |>ounding of Laws,, concerning Matters of 
y all poflibk^Denominations^ eccleliaflkal, or 
*5 , tcmpor^l^ civil, military, n^lritime, or cri^ 
." minal: this being the Pi^ce where that ^ 
*' folute dejmic Power, which muft in all 



* Tiws Qu(^i^ from Sir Edwaid Coke is Hated by Jodge Half s 

in the following Manner : ** OF the Power and Jurifdi«Sion of Par* 
.** liament for making of l^aws in prj>ceeding hy Bid., it .is fp.tcanfr 

♦* cendcnt and abfoiute, as it cannot be' confined eitber for Caufes 
* «* or Perfons within any fionnds/* The Words/&r makiftg of Laivs 
Jn frocetding by Bill are omitted' by Sir WilHam Black ftone ; TJie 

InfertioTi of whkh is, ^uoad hoc^ a plain Limitation of the Power 
•^ FarUamtnt ; vi4»ereas k| Osnsffion is iaibmiich an Enlaeemevt of 

that Power. See Hal^s of the Original InfUtution «f BarL ^46> 

^' Governments 
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^« Governments refide fomewhere; is entruHed 
« by the Conftitutibn of thfcfe . Kingdoijis* 
" All Mifchicfs and Grievances, Operations 
*' and Remedies, that tranfcend the ordinary 
•^ Courfe of Laws, are within the Reach of 
«'* this extraordinary Tribunal. It can regu- 
« late or nitw model the Succeffion to thtf 
♦* Crown, as w&s done in the Reign of Henry 
« VIII. and William III. It can alter the 
^ eftablifhed Religion of the Latid, as wa^r 
** done in a Variety of Inftances, in* tlj^ 
" Reigns of Henry VIII. and his three ChiK 
^ dren. It can change and create afrefh evert 
«< the Conftitution of the Kingdom^ and ol 
« Parliaments themfelves ; as was done by 
*' the A£k of Union, and the feverai Statute* 
" for trieftnial and feptennial Elections, ic 
« can, in fhort, do every Thing that is not 
** naturally impoffibiej and therefore fome 
«5 have hot fcruplfed to call its Power^ by a 
** Figure rather too bold, tife Ommpatience §fPar^ 
** Uam'ent. True it^s, "that what Parliament 
** doth no Authority upon Earth can undo.'** 
This is the Quotation. But what is there 
in this 'Quotation that is decifive of the Doc- 
ftrifie intended to be laid down therein? J 
wiU examine its feverai Parts. And, Fiffty it 
confltts of an Appeal to the Authority of Sir 
Edward Coke: Se^nMy^ it refts on Precedents : 
and, ^hifdly^ it contaiaa, without Argument 

• Vide Blackllone's Comm. vol, i. p^g. i6i, for what further is 
faid upon this Sulgta, 

or 
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or Reaibnmg, without Principles of Maxims, 
the bare Aflertion and Opinion of Sir Wil- 
liam himfelf. ** True it is," fays Sir William^ 
*^that what Parliament doth, no Authority 
" upon Earth can undo/* 

Of the jirfi then> the Appeal to Sir Edward 
Coke is but an Appeal from one Authority 
to another; and as fuch is to be regarded 
only : But here the Queftion is, does the Au- 
thority of Sir Edward Coke give SanQiion to 
this Appeal ? Or, in other Words, dots it 
fumiih fuch Premiffes as warrant the Conclu- 
fions that Sir William has drawn from it? 
I think not ; and I reafon thus. That the 
Power and Jurifdif^ion of Parliament, in the 
Exercife of thofe Rights which the Conftitu- 
^n hath eftablifhed, is tranfcendent and abfo^ 
lutfj is not to be difputed ; but to be tranfcen^ 
dent ^Vi^ abfolute is not to be defpotic^ as Sir 
William hath inferred : for in Defpotifm the 
very Idea of Rights is excluded. And that 
this was the Meaning of Sir Edward Coke 
ifiuft be prefumed, or Sir Edward will be found 
to have contradicted himfelf; for he hath faid 
too, (and if his Authority is to be taken in 
one Inftance, it muft be received in another) 
^' That the Common and Statute Laws o£ 
*^ England are, in the Mafs and -Bulk of 
** them unalterable J' ^ So that if the Power 
and Jurifdiftion of Parliament wets defpottr^^ 
the Mafs and Body of the Laws of England 

* 2 Inft. pag. 187. gradtoftv W. 

♦ could 
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could aot ht unakerabli ^y for the Power of 
Defpotifm is unlimitid : but the M afs and 
Body, of the Laws of England are, according to 
Sir Edward, unaberabUi and therefore, ac-- 
cording likewife to Sir Edward, the Power 
and Jurifdiftion of ParCsiment cannot be def- 
potic : for each Aflertion contradicts the other, 
and ^y Dua contraJi&cria mn pojfunt Jimul ejfe 
^* verar 

But to illuftrate this Matter by Example. 
An Aft of Parliament paffes, declaratory of 
the Right of the Subjeft to Trial by Jury j 
and declares, that. Whereas the Chief Jufticfe 
of the Court of King's Bench hath , alTumed 
to himfelf the Power of dttearmining by his 
Decifion Matters cognizable: only to Juries, 
to the Suppreflion of Trial by Jury, and to 
the Introduftion of the Tyranny of the Civil 
Law in Exclufion of the. Liberty upheld by 
the Common Law of the Land 5* Be it there- 
fore enabled, and it is hereby enafted and de*- 
-clared, That Trial by Jury is, and ever hath 
been, . an original tod fundamental Right of 
the Conftitution eftablifhed per Legem T^err^^ 
unalterable and irrevocable but by a Convcn-^ 

• «« Aboat the Year* 1666 the Lord Chief Jaftice Kelyng wa 
^* queftianed in Pariiament for.overrawing and potting a^emaiiu 
** upon Juries ; and the Honfe came to feveral Refblutions upon his 
^ Ca&, and ordered him to be piofedited : But by ReaAm of the 
'* Honfe being prorogued, and he himfdf not long after dyinj^ Hi 



Discontent, we do not find there were any forth^ Proceedings 

^* ftiade diercin.*' Triumphs of Juilice, fol. Lond. 1681. p* 29, 5?. 

' Cardinal Wolfey too by his endeavouring to introduce the ImptrM 

ZiMfi/, and by an exorbitant Ufe of hisLegatine Power, loft j|U 

and died in- Ignominy and Difgracc. 4 Inft. 89. 3 Inft. 208. 

tion 
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^n of the People (as at tlic Rjbvolatkiar) 9 
intending aniAlteratictti tiiercdn, and agreer 
mg thereto^, &c; t&c, : : ..; \ -. 

lA this Aft thea it^ is pkuh> thiit :thc Foviet 
and Juriididtion of Parliament is tranfcmJeni 
and abf^lut€^. but not Je^itrt; for nothing .dcr 
rogatory: to the Conftitutioh.is .tnafted there* 
in:. but on the contrary, whiUJ: the A£l is 
founded upon, and^r^'zc;^ out of the ConJIitutmiy'f 
.over which thc/ Power and Jurifdiflian of Par- 
liament is by Inflitution placed for ProtccJr 
;tion, it flicws demonftratively what that V fu* 
-*' preme L^iflative AuthoAty of Gi^cat Bii^ 
:^* tain," ib much talked. 6/* and yet fo little 
uriderftood, is ; and whichy when xcmfidjered 
jxi this Lights is: certainly^ fo far **;ncit to be 
.*' confined, eithier ior Gaufes or Pcrfbns^ 
^^ within any Bounds,''; that from the 1 very 
^Nature of JSociety, as weli as by Coinpad:, 
4iie whole Fprcc of the Empire is bonnd 
to fupport it. .^ 

But let the Weights bfe now placed ,in :the 
joppofite Scale, and fuppofelan k.& q£ Parlia^ 
^ent to pafs to the following Effeft^.ThaS; 
•whereas it hath.been found by our tmfty and 
well-beloved Chief Juftice of the Cc>urt . of 
KingVBencb that Trials by Jtiry^ although an 

• ** Th« Sctdement at the Rf volutiott was m»d« by a ConTcn. 
.^ don of the Lorcts S^iimual «nd Teqp^aj, «id ^fuUmiftte 
•< Reprefentative of ibe 'wMe Body of vbe People." Sft^ Differttrion 
^ Part, p^. i29» 

t Junius fays, *< Be aflSwed that the Z/»«//, which ptoM& uf in 
j«< oar Civil RigLt$,-jr^«iv #«/.^#i^:0«5/?iVa*rjr«, and that they maft 
«' fkU Of flotirUk wim it. See Juai«s'^]i«meri^ D)e4ic» ^^u 3*. 

:' w- original 
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ariginarl ahd*lundainental Right of the People 

eftal^iihed by the Conftitution, and fupported 

fay the Law of theL^id, are become inconv&« 

ixkni and of Hindrance to the prefent Object' 

of Qovtrnment, tin4 that the Decretak of 

JoB^s in the Stead thereof: will be betfeef 

Aiitcd to the End propofed \ Be tt therefore 

Enabled, and it is^ hereby. Enabled, ice. &cc^ 

New by this Aft the Power tand Jurifidiftion 

of Farliainent is not only i tranfcmdent and 

iAfobaejhut it is despotic. . It is tx> aflame a 

Power to'iwhkh' it is not by Rijght entitled; 

It is Ufiirpation* It ds : to take away that^ 

which^* by inftitutibn; it was defigned to pifo-* 

fefti It is todcftroy, and niot fta preferye a 

Bi^t. jAlnd tiaeicfore fudi3m:Aflk'of;Pariia-» 

meat is not only i^fQ^foBo illegal; and voidv 

but the .whoie toiited Force' of the Commu^ 

nity iSibannd to ofxpofe it ^ to. demand its Re^ 

pcaU'randto purftie the Prattiears thereof ta 

the fefaie condign Pqnilhment, that the great 

Hafaspden did Charles the Firft, for his ill^at 

^d ^Bconftitu tibial Proceedings. ^ * 

' Sd diuch then fbnthd Appeal to the Autho-^ 

sitybltSir Bdward Coke. And. now, fecondiy^ 

for the Precedents quoted s of which enough 

having been faid^ ^/ as. importing .no Author 

« . riiigf: hut Upholding Error/^ ia^ the ThougbtJ 

themfelves^ I Ihall'here content myfelf with 

a fhort Qoeilibn or twa only in Remark 

upon -them, ^ .\ 

If the Alteration from triennial to feptennial 

' : Elec- 
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Elections be produced by Sir William as a» 
Precedent ta determiae the Omnipotence^ or 
Right of Parliament^ *^ to chai^ and create 
*^ afreih the Conflitution y' may not this lame 
Omnipotence ^' change and create afreih the 
" Conftitution" by another Aft of Parliament, 
and declare the Houfe of Commons indepen- 
dent of the People,: and /^r/^r«ii/? And wHl 
Sir William venture to fay that Parliament, 
hath a Right to do this ? I muil: anfwer»» 
Moft certainly : Or, .otherwife. Omnipotence, 
is no longer omnipotent. . . But Sir William 
hath already faid fo : For he hath affirmed 
^' that what Parliament doth no Autjiority? 
" upon Earth can undo," and fo of: Cour£b \£ 
this be done, it cannof be undone; though in 
Confequence thereof, ABum eji de RepubUci^ 
But it may be obje£^ed, that this is an un^\ 
reajbnable Suppofition; and perha|is ^it lizi 
And yet even this is no Argument with Sir 
William: For he tell i^in another Place,: 
** That if Parliament w^'pofitively enaA A 
•* Thing to ,be done which is , unreq/imaMej i 
^*inow of no Power that can contioul it J** 
And. therefore faith the Omnipotence of PaiK 
liament, , through the Breath of Sir William ; 
I will enai6l what is unreafonaik^ and you ttbe 
Colleftive-Body of the People of England 
fhall receive it as reafonable. I will make the 
King abfaktey and the Houfe of Commons 
ferpetual to regifter his Edifts, and you iihall 

\ • See BIackftone*s Comm. T«i« p,9K 

fubrait 
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(bbmit to btfth. I will fubftkirte Slavtry foi? 
liberty >/ and the Exchange £b>ll be approve*! 
Ib ; (hort, I will be . ^rintrary :, * For : urn. I not 
?* ithat abfolute dejpotic Power which niuft i» 
•*,8U Governments refide fQBiew^hfeK ?'* 

Such- 19^ then^ and fuch rtuaft be, th^ 
Latigtkage of "the Omilipdtency of Parlia-t 
" ment /' and yet to irfiat Purpofey or how in 
t^e/Nature of Things, or vti Commdn Sfenfe; 
^ Arbitrary Fomer can, by any poffible Con^ 
ih^i^iion, be faid to exift in zifree State y as 
MiTS \%y founded' upon Rights naturdi afod pU 
i(ir//r^4.;and: fupported by a Conftitutioo,^ Sir 
Wftliam has' no Sphere, that I know of, ex^* 
Jjlained in Argument. And therefore I pro- 
ceed ebirdfy to tht Confideratibn of the bard 
AflertioQS and Opinion of Sir WiI4iam,.'8s 
ftatedvjn the (^uot^tion fronj. hif CJ?mmen^^ 
tanes; anB which ^ being M&tter of Authoi^ 
rity only in^ him, . X fl^U take the Liberty 
ta^,aaiWer by the* Anthorities of others ill 
Oppofitidh thereto;^ 

; iAnd firft ^I ^ {hbuld have begun "^ with the 
attthbrity of Mr. Locke^ but Sir William 
hvHng fet hiiq dowfcf/ ih one Place, as a mere 
^eorift, iw anotheras a vifionary Republican / 
a»d M a thil-d, togetherwith Milton and Sidney^ 

• « tt^wiuithis'De^Vayity of the Few„ (wMch as oftner the 
V jisacerr hecimie b6tn no Better than other Men, they kre eda* 
** cated worfe) wUdi oMiged Men firft to £uh}€&Qi>*ojr0ment to Con^ 
*ifiiUt^ion^ that di^ XOA!§Si ^Q^ave/nial, when 'thcf gave up »«- 
** /irn/ Liberty, lujud not be o|^>re&d by arbitPotyWilL** SU 

cv;fl;;; C ini 
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in tb* Cornpany of Watt Tyler and Jack 
Cade,t I ftiall in Refpea to Sir William, 
pay no Attention whatever to this Authority j 
though Sir William has not himfelf forborne 
to do fo, with Bxpreffions of much Satisfac- 
tion, when it aufwercd his Purpofe:* But I 
iball have rccourfe to the Authority not of a 
vifionary Republican, but of a rank Tory j as 
for that Readfon the m^A unimpeachable that 
can nowadays be {n^oduced : I mean the Lord 
BoUngbroke,, from whole Works the .foi^ow- 
ing Quotation is taken.l " Thus tJieCoi^ 

f It it upon die Prindpfes of! this Mi Jark Ciuiet wlia was an 
trUhmail, that kU CotiDt^Fpeii in Iitltii4 f^ pour i|ftii|(.. M^ it 
wipre ihuch to be wi(hed, if tliefe Principles of bis oe what Rapia 
jelatm df them, tM the Iiiih would be fo gpod as so fpare i>oor 
^ England $ few Qf Jack's D^eq^danif ; «^ t^ Rrat4 Qt Hm 
Zx>ckes, the Miltons, an4 the SydaeyjS are almoft entireljr extin^ 
kcre. Rapin fnys, ? The Xing, bwiikig NDtiee of the Ap|»foadi of 
'' the Jimih fent to know th^ Rcafoa of dieir apf>ear|ng thns in 
'^ Arnfs^ CaJi aniWered foi* alf, that thejr had no ittuefipn upon 
^^ th JSn*^ P^M* ThM. thiii Jbcmtiao was to pitHkon ^ P«r- 
" {iamnit. thai fvH Hiniftm m^\ be jmn\/hei^ an^ the P^pf^c 
^ rendered more happy thambf hrtt ^AearS. A few Days af^er, Ihey 
1^ pref»pl94;l9 thf4^a]iifmiittlf9;KtH[ti«RU fetttag fiidl AaGiic* 
** vances of die Nation. Among Other Things they Itfaf ed thatA 
*' the Duke of Somerfet might be punHhed ati vdng tS6 piiticipali 
i- AutMr of.thg^if^* ♦f Nomind^. (AWEWQA,). tlwt the 
'' Itiog^S Cpanot might be filled wit)i HktJ^finHs of th^ Bloojf^ wi 
f* other ^pmdeils and Jtidiciaas FarMis,- and neir witb <vrWsai ii«4# 
\' fx(^0t Mfitt, of IH Ffi9cipl9s, and j^afKiora, im^vltcapMerQf 
'* managing the Affairs of tbe State!^ See Raoin's Hift. of £si||« 
vol* L p«^?4* ^k Bdli# It is t» bo'pralbmed that no one v^ 
dftr^ t9 4€i)y the CoaMtwtiiiBaUqs ai waU as LegaUtp ^ Mf 
Frindpleff, thei^ AppcAtfeifeA to the prefent T1mes» ana the Nece£- 
fity of their being a4opted for the Salvatipn ctf thi» CvmXtf* . - 
; ♦ SccBl»4^ftcwe*s Commentariis, fql, i/fMgai i4«a. ^lf# si|3,, 
2 J 2, a^d Y(^l iv. pag. 4^7, fiv the akiovci IUf(MaQia. 

t MAoHgb Lord JMiQgtunakt waaia Ma Habit9 of Lift, ttoi in 
Vrai^e^ boOi a.Tory and a jaeobilp ; be was ift^paeriltioir, Qoaa 
thr early Impreffions . |hat ^ ba«i auidb m ^lis^mnL {for be wsa 
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•* lefHvciBoay of the People 6f dreat-firitaini 
" delegate, but do not give «p; truft, but do 
»* not alienate their RigHty And thAl^ Poivgri 
** and cannot be undone by having Beggary^ 
«* or Slavery brought upon them, Unlef6 they 
«* cooperate to their own undoing, and in 
** one Word betray themfelvefe. We cannot 
«* therefore fubfcribe to thofe two Sayings of 
** 017 L6rd Bacon, which are quoted to this ££:. 
*• fieft: That England can never be undone', 
••Unlefe by Parliaments) and that there Ts 
**^ nothing which a Parliament cannot do.** 
** Great-Briton, aci^rding to our pr«^nt Cdn- 
«' ftitution, cannot be undone even by Parlia* 
«• inents} for there i« fbmethihg, which'aPar^ 
'?• liahieht cannot do, ji Parliament eamai amok 
" /Ar eott^mUmi (Sir William fays the Pari 
" liament may alter And created afrefh th^ 
»* Conftitmion ^") and whtlft that is preferved, 
<* though our Condition may bebadj it cannot 
« be irrfetiievably {o* The Legiflative is &fu' 
f'.pneme^ and may be caltoi in one Senfe an- 
*' a^Jshite, buft in none zti arbitrary- Pcmet. If 
« you thore^sre put ib extravagant aCitfe a^ 

by Conn«:S«a at well u ^da<ildM « Wh^) not eulf crw df t6e 
f^^eft.Statefiqai ao4 ableft PoUtkiaM tlut ■evti' liv^- bdt kewMi 
the beft inibnaed, and ftolt oomprehenfivie Writer on the EngUA 
Otaititatiraof mdntcmrwidtson ^«>St4>J<Ai fafiNHMftfo, 
that his Polidca} Works ar« npw tjie toy Schod Of EulUt^Politica^ 
and theTVopheeies of the prefent Timtt ; tind yd (och has 6een 
te-MeteiMd Uft' ifiade of then, that ttaSe ^MHj Pii^dd^ aAd 
Meafores of* Government which, if not avoided, he Aewed to De- 
atonltratiiMt^ wouU prate the cerfida Ruhk atfd deftf tfftifin' of the 
ConftitBtfen» 'tbofe vwrjr Priadpks and Nfoj&ra th« ttnfiiOitlitl 
Servants of his pre^t Majcfty have iinplicidy adopted, and with 
unremittiog Perftvcnuict pntfiMdi 
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M to fuppofe the T. two Houfcs of Fariiartient 
*' cQncarring to make at once a formal Ccffiorf 
\^ of their own Rights and Privileges, and' of 
** thofe of the whole Nation to the Crown, and 
*^. alk who hath the Right and Means to refift 

V the fupreme Legiilative Powcr^ lanfwer the 
'V whole Nation hath the Right, and a People; 
*^whodcfcrve to enjoy: Liberty, will find tiiti 

V Means.. An Attempt of this Kind Would 
*' break the S^r^^/;> between i:he King and th^ 
** Nation, between thc'Reprefentative nndCoMec-^ 
♦* five Body of the People, arid would? diffolve 
'' the Coi>ftitution/'*, Such is the Doftrhie 
of Lord Bolingferoke. . ,: ' 

The next .Authority k that of the Rieverend 
po<£tor Hurd, now Difliop of Litchfield and' 
Coventry ^. a^dryvho, .ill one of his Dialogues, 
m^kQS Sir J.,M^yria«d tajfayj " Iwillin^ly 
** omit, as fiiper flupus, 'what in aworfecaufe 
" might Have bg^n thoughtiofno finairWcight, 
" the expr§fe;,Teftimony of our ableft Lawyer^ 
" to the Fr€fid(>ni of the: Confldthtion. I do 
*^ not mean ,,wly the .Cofc^.and 'Seldens of ^ our 
"Timp;;( though in. Point of -Authority i what 
"Names can t be gr/eater. than theirs?) - But 
** thofe of oldpr; and therefore taot6 revjerend 
KEftimation; fuch is .Glanvil^ Bra^oBy the 
•" Author of ^eta,\Tbortdn^^ fortefcue: Men 
." the moft efteemed and learned in their fcve- 
;**' ral Ages } who conjiantly and unifot-f^y Ipeak 
*5 of the Englijh'zs a mixed znd Hmitid Form 

* ♦ See Diirert, on Parii pag, 270. 
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**< of Goyernmerit, and ev*en go ^(b for as to 
*^ feek i^s Origin, -where indeed the Origin of 
** aH Governments muft' be fought, in the 
«' Free- Will andConferit of the People/- His 
Lordihip ' afterwards fays in a Note,' as froni 
himfelf, ^' By the free Confiitution of the Englijb 
«* Monarchy, evefy ^Advocate of Liberty, that 
•• underftands hiinfeliF, I fuppofe means, that 
•* limited Plan of Policy y by which the fupremc 
** Legiflative Power (including in this general 
"Term the Power of levying Money) is lodged, 
" not in thfe Prince fingly, but jointly in the 
<* Prince and People s whether the popular 
« Part^ of the Coriftitiition be denominated 
** the King'» or Kingdom's great Council, as 
<* i* was in- the proper feudial Tirae$ ^ or^laftly, 
•^^ the two Houfes of Parliament, as the Style 
•^ has now been for ft veral Ages/' ♦ — 

A- third Authority is that of Junius, -fr who 

* Sec Moftil and Political Dial. vol. ii.' p: 222,' and p. *327. It 
U uapqffible. to.fpeak of thi$ Aathor, without tte greateft Aeverence 
and Refpedl ; without Gratulation to this. Country, that, as Prccep^ 
tor to the Heir apparent of^the Crown, he is now obliterating from 
dse Prince's Nf ind , thoij^ flavif)i an4 montl^ifb Dodrinep^^that hare been 
heretofore imprefled upon it ; nor without the moft earneft Requeft 
to him frdm all good Men, from e^ry Friend to Liberty, which 
1^ the Friealihip o^ Humfinity^ that he^would now oome forth, ftttd 
by his Knowledge and Situation, both of which fet him far above 
bis Fellows, wreft from the profane Hands of thofe that ConfHtu- 
tion, which, by them is npw about to be offered up io Sacrifice mxm 
the Altars qf Ignorance and Tyranny. His Lord (hip has feid^ 
<* that a right good Caii/il«//(?W Hiftory of .England woald be tbe 
" noblcft Service tha^ any Man .duly qualified for. the.Exectttioa ftf 
" fdch a Work could render to Kis Country:" His Lordfhip ha9 
pfowd himfelf to, be qualified, the Service is only wanlii^. 

t I am extremely concerned -to be obliged to call this admirab^a 
^riter by a fiffitious Name : But ^K the fame Time, if he be alive, 
imd J^ai apt prevented, in Times fuch as thei)^ are, my f(^b]e £fv 

'\ C 3 ' iaysi 
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fyff^ " Thfr Powei: of K.ing> Lords, and Coow 
«' moan is iM)t an ^arbitrary Power. They ?i« 
}* thctTru^ccs, not the; Owners of the ^Qax.9* 
f* The Fw-fimplt U in us. They cannot aUe* 
«r' i>ait«» tjwy cannot vn^. When w? fay 
.*< that the i^cgitflature is f^pxeme, we qiean 
<' that it \% the htgh^ Power knofirn to the 
f'ConftUut^oni^th^t it:i9 the htghipft in 
i< Compadfoip^ with the other fubpidinate 
^ Pcxwerf, iefl»)bU(hed by the. Laws, \n. thte 
*♦ Senfe the Word Supreme is relative jiot 
55 abfolote. The Power of the Legiilature 
v is Hmtiiy niQt only by the general iJLules 
<* of natural jM^ice, and the Welfare of tho 
<.' ComiAwuty, but by the Firm sndJMmf^ 
**,Qf our particular Conftitutlon-; U thi» 
i< Do^ine be not true, we muit adotit that 
*' King, Lord9« and ComnvMis have no Knls 
V ta dire^ their {L^lutions* but pi^r^y their 
*? own Will abdPleafure. They might unite 
*' the l^iflttive and executive Power in the 
** iame Hands, and difiblve the Conftitution, 
** But I am perfuaded that you will not leav« 
*' it to the Choice of feven hundred, Ferfons 
«* noterioufty corrupted by the Crown, whc- 
^.\ ther feven Millions of their equals ihall ba 
•♦Freemen or Slaves." And again: •* There 
^' cannot be a Doflrine more fatal to the 
^ Liberty and Property we are contencUng for 
" than Uiat, which confound^ the Idea of a 

fbm in ^ public fervke, Igr the EKerdft of his fi^nat Taleatiy 
fxam def^u cvety Curie aii4 Calaodty *' Aat luimair Fleflt » 

^ Supreme 
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** Jiiphiiu veld an ttrikriuy LegSfktiire; I aeed 
** not point out to you, the fatal Purpdies td 
** nvhich it has been, and may be applied. If 
•' we are (Lncere in the Folitieal Creed wc pro^ 
'<< fe£l, there are many Thin|;», Mrhich; wt 
•* oo^t to ^SirtAy cannot be done by Ksa^« 
** Loids, axtd Commons.''* 
. A ^rth Authority is that of tb« p!^ 
Barl of Chatham, who, in one oi thofe many 
vnparallekd Speeches df his in fht Hooie at 
Locda, faid» ** HeiiftMice to your h£ks watf 
** juceffarf as it vnsjt^ j and your '04in Decla-* 
«< rations of the Qmrnp^tttut pfPatUamMi, and 
*« your imperimt$ Do6hiaes of the Neceffity of 
'** Sabmiflion» wil! be found eqoaliy xmpotertt 
** to convince or enfiave your FeUow-fubje^ 
*< in America) who feel that tyranny whetheir 
^ nmikiomd by an imHwdMlFart of the Lcgii^ 
•* ratui^ or fig Bcdm wb6 compofe it, it is eqd^Uy 
«* itltokrable to Britiih Sobje^. The Meansi 
V of enforcing this *thraUm are found to bd 
M. as riStakfts and vn^ik in fr4i&ktt as taef^SH 
'*' mgu^ in PrincipU. ^ 
* See Jattins'i Letten, vof. i. Beet. p. 4. and voL 2. p. i$%. 

t .See GfMtf'M Abftn£ti fimn two Speeches of the late Earl (/ 
Chathwi* aad hii Rc^y to the Earl of SuftQc, sag. 5. Printed 
lor J. Dodflqr, PalUMall. It was from thele Phaapfes dut dii* 

Ktt ConftttattoBalift. oa the OccalSoa of aBiQ.bein^ browditini^ 
lia«ient for 4e<^anng the tniefmtdmiof of America, ftta, with 
fodamatioa, ia the HooJe of Lotds ; *< X^et me fte that Aft of 
*.* PatliaaMM that en difi n herit the Prince of Wales of his Hereds* 
** tary DosMmoas ia America?" Meaniog ta fay, that ao Aft or 
-iWC^wenf coald of Righ^ oonoedc Independency to Ameria. Th* 
Q»«N» aiagr treat with America en Terms of fedgpendeney, and the 
Tar^lWITnTrniir oouafclthe Crewa to do dis; the Crowii.may ne-. 
gjodm s Treaty of Indeoendeacy with Amcnca».«ad ^ ParliaqMO) 

,,• C4 And 
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: And now I have done with Authoiities*; 
For to add would be but to. take away, from 
the Force of thofe alre^y quoted ; and which 
concluding^ the Confiderations meant to be 
given to the. Quotation, taken frcmi theCom-^ 
picntiaries o£ Sir William Mackftone, let us 
for a Moment turn our Eyes cowards the? 
Conftitutional . Hiftocy of this Country^ .and 
fee. whether this Dodrine of " the Omnipo4. 
*'. tcncy. of Parliament" h^ any Fouiuiationr 
therein; and whether by thefe Means we QmU 
not be .able to trace out the Origin^ as well 
^ find the Rea£>n and Occafibn of it- 

- 1 believe : there is no' one^ who . has* in any 
Degree attaided to this Hiftory, but. will 
readily grant tthe following Pi^iataj . namely i 
l^at Jthe Gonftitiition of England is oi a mixed 

nayjvtifyUft Tej«a it<:.Bttt for an Aa^ofBarllammtr in .theiirft 
Inftahcey toabfolve the Sabje^s of the Crown of th^r Allee}90ce» 
ahd* difpoffeYs it of its Territories; is^ atleift, a Doubt \iridi toe. 
Udtaod wa9 declared independent* but it was by 7>f^,cm fL Tmce 
for twelve Years; and not by any Renunciation on the Part of Spain. 
And indeed t am the mbre coftfirmednri thi* Opinion, 'wfei I eon- 
&ier dij^ jJieProp^fidon, P9A%y>y t^.^9i^ri^ns tb^ffiyf8» wsa 
(as if* aware of the Objeftion) in the Alternative ; " Grant us,'* fay 
they, *• o^r Independency, or, withdraw your Troops ;*' a^d'^on 
this latter Alterfiatiye was Lord Chatham's propofed AqcpnuiKMb- 
tion with America to take Place, It miift be remeriibered too, 
** that it is the immutaBU Principle of enf^ry State ^ to cenfer^bt an 
^^ eternal Right tmer all thofe Countries nvhich ha*t{e rwr afpertahteef 
*^ to it By a legitimate Titled unleft their Alienation has heen made by 
*^ Jttft' Means y anil conformable to uni^verfal La<ws\** diat the Indc-r' 
jpcndency pf Apierica by Ad of Parliament, being the Cafe of re^ 
Vol ted Subjefts, is not being " made conformable to this Pjindplc:** 
Ihat the Title of King of Frapdj which the King of England aA" 
fumes, without the PolTeflion of, the Kingdom, is ibuhded'upoa' 
this imyk'titabte Principle', and that for the •fime Reafon, hii M^efty 
Knnh how place in his Crown, the Feather of King of America^ in 
the Room of the ineftimable yenjjel- itfelf, which, by tht \yidke4 
tlands of his Mrniters, has been tdmr^VomUt. - ' 

• - N^turcaj 
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IMaturc, cdnfifting, in Mttfir, of certain fun- 
damental Laws or Rights naturai md reJerveJy 
the nattiral undlieanable by their tejy Nature, 
^htrejervtd tmalienable by the Cofmpa£l that 
eft^btifhed theni; stod, inF^, of Monarchy. 
Ari(k>cracy> and' Democracy; or, in other 
Words, <tf King, Lords, and Commons: AnA 
that- Liberty is hence the Genius- and pervade 
ing Pk'iHcipie thereof y though not always pttri 
ceivable in the Adminiftration of its Govern* 
mcnt,* 1 fay, I am to prefume that thefe 
are Fafls which none will deny 5 and therefore 
as they will follow me, without Argument, 
in the Courfe I mean to take, the Objeft of 
my prefent purpofe is only to m^irk, in the 
concileft Manner I can, the ftveral Periods irf 
whiob't^ke Adminiftn^tion of this'Gdvernment 
has been under Monarchical^ * Ariftccratical; or 
Democtatic^al Influence : till at length it has 
fallen under the joint united: Tyranny of 
al^ ^s the laft unfuccefsful Manoeuvre to 
quench that heavenly Flame of Liberty, wludi- 
hveSj I trail in God, never to expire in this 
Conftitutjon. t 

If we Ipok back to the Timqs of the Saxotis,. 
whence we muft date the Origin of our Con-, 
ftitutioh (for although there were ttx2injBritijSi 
Rights or Cuftoms engrafted upon it, and' 

♦ Sir John Forte^zqe CtHt it ♦^ a ftitiaJ wuxt Qpn/erm^ttt'^ H 
Contndtftinaicio to << aRig^Ga^uirHmnt.^* Aad Dedor H«4 
fkySf ** no €oafiikiit Accoimt aiA be given of the Englifh Govcn- 
' f meot^itt oa the SoppoAdob rf a- legal Hmted Coufiituthn^ " Seok 
Fort. dcLaa. l^^.knf;. €^3^. p. iz7«4ttdflMfd>P4i4« v«ii» p* I4^ 

» which 
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wlilch do iliU remain, and although jhS 
Britqns thamfeilves were free;* yet the Form 
of the Conftit^tion is certainly <^ Gothic hii^ 
ftitutioQ, and waa brought by the Saxona 
over into Englandi) vre ihall find that th* 
Conftitutiqn was^ as I )mH fUted it tobc, of 
a Mxid Nature; and its Principle that.ctf^ UU 
berty.f We ihall find that it confifted c€ 9 
Kingi Thanes or Lords/ and Gommond ondef 
the difl^ent Descriptions of Frilingi, Ctilkodes 
Pagant, Ceorles, Villains, &c, to wheijat ft? 
perate Rights and Privileges belonged; :and 
that it was of Courfe compofed of a Monarchy, 
an Ariftocracy, and a Democracy: But a< tbd 
Lands of Ei^land were then alhdiah %nA aa 
Land^ were the <mly Property, for Cocnmerce 
was unknown ; and aa thefe Lands were almoil 

' « Nat. BiGon 6ij%, «< The Go>iieram^i€ of tlie Vtofletf lUs K^ 
^t tion vaiihiAt Ongsidy.warZkmocratkal, inixt witk ati A;ajlftxsaicf^ 
** if any Credit be to be giveii to that little Light of riltojy that is 
"? kft imt6 tti from thole incunt Timei." See HifL iaA m. Dif; 
jwiLp. ^38. ... 

t It IS carious to remark, (becaofe perhaps not obferved before,) 
thst tlie CeniHtiitkm and Form of Government eftabKAied^ by our 
wifr f oMjfatheis in Amcnca, was preciichr, i» Prhejiitf » the Con^ 
^itution and Form of Government of the Saxon H^tarchv^ At 
the Heptarchy '^ the Kingdom was cantoned out into certain Pn>- 
^Snocial &flahiilhinfnts» net. undei me comnioa Di4>en&do« of 
?• Laws, though under the fiunc foverdgn Power.** For fo iays Sir 
William Bbckftane himiblf. See his Cofiunentuies, vdL ir. p. j^i^ 
And fA fo wa5 it* in InftitutioR, witk America.. Anerica *' wa« 
*^ cantoned ^xit into certain Provincial EftabGfhmenis, not imder ' 
*t nm^ conmoQ ]>il|ienfamt of lam. ivf^gii i»d#r the faioq ifiMrGr 
*• reign Power," And therefore whilft riife Governments were 
ftriaiy Coiifit«d<siMii» dcrmiie isheir SoiMe bwm the Ot%in of air 
dNi GovcnyMnif the madem Attenptt c£ Aritenticni ia».tlicitt:iuii« 
been 4a tjnaxical ia Defign^ at' thcAArauacfttsof u^Jfi^mnum m 
Imfttrid^.m^sim inSuttmy m maiAe<IJ&.cf.,iad^>jrikA>lo dicn^ 
Mv^betBtfalfeiiiafiiliiibQiAi^ ;,.... .1 

*-> entirely 
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«p^r«ly in the H«nds of the Lords, and ttfo 

King was not» as he afterwards became^ Lord 

of the Soil} the Jnjiacracy was uppermofl: 

9iid prevalent in the Adminiftratk>n of the 

CrOv«rnment. The Power of the King wad 

xierely military;* the executive Power was ia 

t^ Lords, and the civil or legiflative in the 

^twmum Concilium Regm^ or in the Lords an4 

Freemen of the Ldnd.*f- And thus, under 

%he Influence of tb^ Jrijhcraiy^ did the Saxon 

Government continue > till the Invafion ci 

William the Norman : When by tlw vaft Ac- 

^eflicin of Property which fell to the Crown 

from the Slaughter that was made among the 

XiQrds at the Battle of Haftings, by the invef^ 

titur« of his Noiman Followers with the 

Lands of thefe Lords, under certaia Scrvicea 

in. Alteration of the before cfiablifhed Feudal 

$yfiem, (and which> by the bye, being grievous 

and buithcnfomc not even thefe FpUowerft 

could afterwards endure) and by the Aecefiion 

of the Weight of his own Norman pcHninionf 

to this acquired Property y the Saxon jirifiacracf 

was fubdued, and the Standard of the Normam 

Jfdmarei^ ereded in its St^:; Still however^ 

without any Alteration in thQ Form, or with- 



. * The IWq of Kiw m» originaUjt amosg the SbxMI9 thai 
•f Dnpr or tsttdtr ; tk«l of ite»y a t^ende^ or King* btmg^ th» 
I)«ikr(rfFmasdtof«a9d»iofmsad theift^ wbA MfiftDoarait 

t llite tikc ConacxkiA WM Wtwecv di6 Lords aid ihtloiirer M^ 
dm ^tmff^ k fcaowft btm Glum^» who fay», *' Mutna Vafc# 
^ MDmum ^fakliuai* CMmm^^ kia fnadfimnnm de^i Omim m 

^ put 
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pttt deftrpying^ that Liberty which was tW 
vital Principle of the Conftitution. 

Here then we fee, the firft Rife of Kingljr 
Power in thisGovernmexit'; and the Ocq^iiotif 
of it : But we fliall , find that it- was not of 
long Duration : For as Power, not riglitfullyt 
obtained, knows no Limits; fo, in the very 
Adi of its own Ektenlion^ it becomes Umited> 
And therefore! the Monarchy^ which now, in- 
full Career, had the Reigns of Governments 
in its Hands, was, by Reafon of thofe oppreP 
fiv6 Whips and Spurs which it was wont to 
make Ufe of in its Courfe, ftopped fliort in* 
the Reign of King John, by the retvirning- 
Power of the Arijiocrac^y aided and aflifted by- 
1^^ tiemocracyy in bringing back the Conftitu- 
tiori to its iS^;)cw Principles ; and by eftabliihing- 
it upon that Bafis of Magna Cbarta^ on whidi 
it has cvfer finge flood; ajid from which, L 
muft hope, it will never be removed,* - - • 

From this Time then to the Reign of Heniy 
VII. is the third Period that occurs to our Ob- 
fcrvation. And here although' the -^^rrk^i^ 
had reaffumed its Power in the State, by get-? 
ting rid, through the Means of MagnaCharta; 

• My Intention bcihg merely to mark the Periods in which the 
Fprms of the ConftitatioDy or the fepatate Powers of Kihg^ Lop^» 
and Commons haid chiefly prevailed ill the State ; it will not be exv 
f«^ thaic.any^ajthef hiftoricalFa^b fboald be- relate, tkaaivliac 
alone has Reference to this Occafion. A«d for. the fame ReuRm I 
fliill omit'to mention the Attempts of die:Gki^» in this Period, to 
Jidd s^ f9urtb Bi^te .ta.tbe.ConlUtatieti, by theCreaction dftthtmJ 
ftlvfift inio Lords J'piritital for temporal ?urpoks ; looking in>on.thfir 
Q<^4^ce as a ppUcical Madnefs, or IXifdafe itt the Coa jitotion/ 
wiuch Time has iin^e w^U-ni^h ri<l the QpvcrnmeAt of« ; . . '* 

: ; ; of 
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of many of'thofe* hgrd feudal Services whicl^ 
William had introduced into the Syftem of 
Govwnment, td the alnioft Annihilation pf 
the antieitt Privileges and original Rights of 
the People ; yet, by the bloody civil Wars that 
i?vcre carried on between the Houfes of York 
land Lancaftcr,' by the Neceflity that the Barons 
had been undei* of alienating their Lands, as 
the Price of theif Folly, in Support oif the 
holy War; by the Incfeafe df Trade, which, 
from the Encburigement it met with in the 
R€igfi df Ed\^rd*lt, had produced another 
Species of Property in the Kingdom, arid by 
Othelr1«ft cbnlwefable Gircumftances -, the De^ 
ffiocracy was daily growing' in Strength and 
Power : The lefier Barons were feparated from 
the greater, and becatne the Reprefentatives 
of the landed Intereft; Boroughs were incor^ 
porated, and Birrgefles were returned to Par- 
liament as the Reprefentatives of the Com- 
mercial Intcreft:* But ftill the Power of thc^ 
Jb-iftoiracy remained' till the Reign of Henry 
Vll, vvhen by the Policy of this Prince, afta 
by the Prerogative now efe<5!ed and vcfted by 
^fsi Dimocracy m the 'Crown, -as the Means of 
givitig greater Liberty to the People (and not 
of takihg'that Liberty away as it was afrer^ 
•wards applied) the Monarchy agairt becamef, 
with increafed Exertions of Influence, the dii- 
rtfting Power of the State j aiid Continued fo 

..' • Thofc whom the Saxons called Thanesy were by the Normaht 
.afterwards (tiled Barons^ of which there were tvi^o Sorti» the^M/<r 
and the lej/ir^ 
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to be ta the Retgn of Charles I i ^ImhforAn 
the fourth Period of our Inquiry. But yet fb 
far were the(e Exertions, from quenching 
that heavenly Flame of Liberty which exifted 
m the Conftitution, th«t they only ferved to 
add Fuel to Fire i till at length the Flarae 
burft out into a Rage of Dominion, on . the 
Part of the Dimocracy^ greater than any tliat 
had been ever known before. H^ippy Rage of 
Dominion ! H^ppy in Spite of its ExcefiesI 
For whatever be the Me^ans, Saks PdfuH fu^ 
frtma Lex efl% and if this be the End, tht 
Means are juftified by the End. 

And now the penmracf ruled, even Without 
ia Competitor ; though not, as fome have con*- 
ceived, by the Overthrow of the Conftitution^ 
For Liberty was not to be extingui(hed, an4 
although there was no Monarch, and jiot^ 
.withftamling the Houie of Lorda^ was voted 
ufclefs, the Momrciy remained, and the^^n- 
fiocracy ftill fubfifted. As >ytU might k be 
iaid, tliat when Charles L thought fit to rule 
twelve Years without any ParUantenfy that thfe 
Ariftocracy and the Democrmy wese tliert ckr 
•fltroyed ; that Liberty was loft* and the Gonfti*- 
tution annihilated : But theFa£t was not fo, in 
either Cafe. The Adminiftration of the Go«- 
vernment was, in both Cafes, altered by Ufar*^ 
pation 3 in the one Cafe for twelve Years, in 
the oth^r, continuing till the Rdftofation of 
Charles II, which now marks the fifth Period 
in the Sequel of our Hiftory^: And when tbp 

Conftil 
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Confutation, like a Spring that h^^ been Held^ 
by Force in an unnatural Dire^ioni returnedi 
by its own elaftic Power to its original Form ) 
but in which it did not long remain : For tha 
Monarchy was now again to be exalted, and 
indeed a6l:ually was fo, to the very fame Heif^t 
that had but )u(l before brought its Monarch'^ 
Head to the Block : But it was exalted, that its 
Depreffion might, be the more certain ami 
com{deat ; for in the very next Reign James IL- 
was depofed, and the Crown of England 
^aced on the' Head of William III: which 
finiihes the fixth Period of my intended In^ 
veftigation, and brings me to the u£ra of the 
glorious Revolution. An ^ra of which the 
Deiign was, as Lord Bolingbroke tells us, '^ not 
^^ only to iave us from the Attempts on oui* 
^ Religion and Liberty, made by King James^ 
^ but to fave us from all other Attempts, 
^ which bad ietn made^ or might be made of the 
1^ fame Tendency; to renew mA Arengthen 
M our Copftitution/* An ^ra, when, as Sir^ 
William Blackftone fays, " the Prerogative c^ 
^^ tiie King was limited by Bounds fo certain^ 
^ and notorious, thatitisimpoifiblehefhoulcf 
•?e3tc«ed them without the Gonfent ef the? 
^ People :*• M^len, the Power of the Lords bei 
caiM that of thdr being ^a "if empire the a^hxal 
l^cprefcntatives of the Nation at large, * o^^ 

* UpOA the Abdiouioft of James II. dwre being no Hoolfe ot 
CoQUBQiis ift Badfienee, the Lorils became the aAeal Repreientativet 
oCtbePbople; andjtook opoft tSiemiblvef the Adj&iniftration id the 
Govenunenty till t& Meeting of the Q)AYem20ii, and dteAppohiC- 
%fpc of the Prince of Orange to fuccccd them in Power* 
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^dng in:f»tUPe the Mediatorisf between. th& 
JUng an4 the People, and of renderihgjuflicd 
|0 both, by oppoiing stSvW.ell the Encroach-i' 
m^ti%^ of the Crown Bpon the Liberties o£ 
the Subj^A^ as the. Encroachments df i^the 
^abjeci: upon the juft: Prerogative of the. 
Crown,:* ff^n^ the Rights of the People: 
w^rc aflerted, maintainedx ackftowledgdi,. and^ 
Refined : And in fhort, -ze;Art?,^ach Form of thet 
Cpnftitution was fo atterapeced with theothcr^* 
t^s to make Liberty, which ;had hitherto been,: 
tjhough in ;vain, the Objei3L of their fcjJarater 
Attempts to.defhoy, the now Objed: of tiiein 
united Endeayqurs to preferye: ,0f all whicfr 
Particulars collectively taken,. the goodEffe6t& 
li2ive come fo perfonally hodne. to every Indivi- 
^\kd^y as well as to. the CqnHBunity in all itS' 
great Extejit^ that it is: unrtefteflary/for itie 
cyen to allude, to thera. AIM will /ay* is, that 
fr^jm this haippy 4$lfa,/Gx«atrrBritain. bfigan* 
to rife in Empire, in. Jl!i^*ajth> in Pipiwer, in* 
Crfdit, in Gfeatnefs qf every. Dfefcriptionj; in* 
Commerce, the . Source :df all the reft, and\ 
tihe Guardian of Liberty y and- that it \coiiti- 
»ued fo to do, far aboye . ^11 qthet . States. titat 
the Annals of either; antknti^ miMky : or modern: 
Hiftory can boaft, to. ihe^ra .of the Reign* 

' *^< There, caxmot be a, greater Soieci£n in Polkiss,. than flhsll4of 
•• a Nobility, under monarchical Goyernmeot, who fuffer tbeliher^ 
^ of the Commons to be taken away. ' in Ariftocracies/ the Nobifily 
'< j^et whatever the Commons lofe, .b^t» Ia Monarcbiesy* the Cto^a 
" alone is Gainer; and the certain Confecpience of their helping to^ / 
** enflave the Commons rauil be that.qf being eaflaveddiesiirelfesa& 
V WL'* See DiiH on Part, p. 2z8, ; . w 
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of Geol*ge III. which clofing the laft Period of 
my hiftorical Journey, whilft it opens a new Syf- 
tem of Politics to ourView, and, in confequence>* 
our la^ Reverfe of State, I (hall beg Leave to 
look back for a Moment upon the Ground over 
which,! have juft trodden, as leading to that, 
upon which I arti now aboiit to ftand. 

In the hiftoric Courfe I have taken, my De- 
lign.has been to ihew, as I propofed to do, 
^the feveral Periods of our Hiftoryj in which 
the different Forms of the Conftitution have 
had the upper Hand, or influencing Power, in 
the State. I have (hewn that, from the Time 
of the Saxons to the Norman Invafion^ the 
Arlftocracy was the prevailing Power; that, 
from the Norman Inva(ion to the Reign of 
King John, the Monarchy took the Lead, and 
arbitrarily prevailed in the Government 5 that, 
from the Rdgn of King John to that of Henry 
VII, the Arijiccracy again a(rumed its Power ; 
that, from the Reign of^Henry VII, to that of 
Charles I, the Monarchy ^ aflifted by the Demo-- 
cracyy recovered its Influence, and again arbi- 
trarily exerted it j that, from the Reign of 
Charles I, to the Reftoration of Charles II, the 
Democracy became alone the ruling Power in 
the State; that, from the Reign of Charles II, 
to the Acce(R,on of William III, the Monarchy 
recovered its Power, and renewed its arbitrary 
Meafures; and that, from the Revolution to 
the JEra of George III, the Adminiftration of 
the Government refted on the fettled '^ limited 

D " Policy'' 
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** policy"' of the Conftitution, whilft Libccty 
being " the informing Principle^'' (as Dodor 
^ Hurd calls it) Glory and Grandeur followed.^ 
I fay then that this being noy Deiign, the 
Inference to be drawn therefrom is this ; that 
if thcfeparate Exertions of the different Forms 
of the Conftitution were, as^ in the feveral 
Periods mentioned, they are ftated to have 
been; the Combination of thefe Forms, upon 
the Principles laid down by Sir William Blacks 
ftone. and others (of " the Omnipotence of 
*♦ Parliament," of an. arbitrary and. dejpotic 
Power in King, Lords, and Commons to aft 
by the mere Diredtion of their own Will, fubjedt 
to no Limitations from the fundamental Laws 

• " The Hiftory of Sparta^V jCiiys ode, •* contains very little 
'* elfe^ than the Straggles of one Part gf the Cenftitation againfi^ 
** the 6iberi for fometinles the i&>fi laid very deepDefigns for in- 
** troducing arbitr&ry Power ; fometintes the NoiiUty jpraftife4 
«* againft their Kings, and either brought them to violent Ends, or 
** forced them into Baniflimenl; and, at l«ft, die Epbtrif under 
** Coloflr of promoting Liberty weakeied the Fvjndatkms of thft 
** State to fuch a Degree, that it funk into. Anarchy, and never re- 
*^ covered its former Luflre. The Romans, who copied that Con- 
^' ilitutioA in theii-f^ nKt with the fame Fate." It does not appear 
in either Hiftoiy, that there ever V^as an Union of all the Forms o( 
the Conftitution to obtain- thiit aH»itPary Power, for which each hiad 
fepaiately V contended. This Machlavelian Experiment was referved- 
fof the Annals of the lEnglilh Hiftwy in the i8th Century. But it 
appears from the Hiftory of Rome <^ that thefe Struggles madd 
** Way for the perpetual Didatcrjhip^ and that at laft all Parties 
" agreed to repofe tht t\jww of the Cbmmonwealth in a fingte Per- 
*' (on, when the CohlHtution was too Wt$dc to fuft^n it according t^ 
•* the Antient Forms.*' Sad Exchange ! and yet however fad, the 
veiling of the Pow^t? df. a Diii^or in the Crown has been the Ioa* 
guage of late iu a Britilh Houfe of Commons, to the Britiih Nation | 
aVid which makes one of two minifterialOhjt^ in View : Either that 
the People of Euelandihall fobmit to ^' the Omnipotency of Par<> 
** liament," or, that they ihall be fo burdened, galled, and oppreffed 
by their Parliaments, as to induce theAi to do what Rome did, and 
what .Sweden and Denmark have fince done, '< repofe the Power of 
*' the Commonwealth in 2l Jingle Perfon." May their Views to comg^^ 
like their faji Meafurr» be crowned with the ^mc Succcfs ! 

oi 
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of th^ Conftitution, but; unlimited «* to alter 
** and. create afrefli even the Confl:itution itr 
** fclf") muft derive its Origin from the Date 
t)f thefe Pxinciplcs ; and as the Date of thcfe 
Principles is derived from the iEra of the prefeht 
R^ign,* fo the Contlufion, upon the whole, is 
this 5 that, to that ar^iVr^^ P^w^r, again ft the/ 
Introdudlionr.of which, ^^/?r^7/^^, vve have been 
contending from the Saxon Mvz, to the jfEra of 
Oeorgc III, (:onjun£liv€ty, we muft now fubmit ; 
though attended, in this Form, by a State of 
Slavery, tenfold more oppreffiye, than any 
other Form could poffibly ihfli(f|. -f- 

So far theri have I endeavoured to trace the 
Prigin of this Dodrine. And now the next 
Subjeft of Confideration i^ the Reafon and Oc- 
cafion of if. It has been obferved by my Lord 
Bolingbroke, ^^ that abfplute Power was th6 
^* Obje<ft of Kings from the Norman Conqueft 
*' to the Revolution;" and fo it certainly was : 
For although the Ariftocracy and the Demo- 

• It is faid, that the Snfajugation of America^ upon the Idea of an 
Arbitrary Power in Parliameat, was planned in the Cabinet of thd 
Princefs Dowager of Wales ; befoi*c the Death of George II : but 
whether this be true or not, is not for me to determine: On^ Thing 
however is true ; the Plan of the Subjugation of America commenced^ 
With the Pow6r of the Earl of But^, in the Reign of George III. 

t The Duke of JBuckingham in his moll: excellent Cdmedy of 
thfe Rehearfal, has a Part therein fo very h propos to the prefent 
Porpofe, that however xidieuloui if may appear, the Comparifon 
is wot-thy of Mehtion. The t>uke makes Bayes to introduce upon 
flie Stage the 5»»,'the Moon^ vcadi ^c Earw^ who 2l\ Jefaratelj 
perform their feveral Parts; but Bayes not coiitent with this, makes 
the 5»«, Moon^ and Earthy to dance the Hay all together. " Now^ 
*' the Sun, now the Moon; how the Earth, now all together, fays 
** Bayes, Sun; Moon, and Earth dance the Hay.;* And juft (o 
Jiath it been in our Farce of State. Now the Monarchy, now the 
Ariftocracy, now the Dtmocracjj How altogether, fays Lord North, 
"king. Lords, and Commons dance the Hay j to the Tune of •* Charley 
J' o\'er the Water." .;.-.; 

D 2 cracy 
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cracyhad, at different Times, aflumed the Ad^ 
miniftration of the Government, yet whenever 
this happened, it always proceeded from the 
more arbitrary Defigns of the Monarchy. • And 
therefore the Limitation of the Monarchy, at 
the Revolution, became the only Objedt of 
Contemplation and Settlement. The other 
Ppwers of the State were fo circinnftanced, as 
to occafion no Apprehenfions, individually from 
them, of any further Attempts towards arbi- 
trary Power; and as to the Doctrine, of an 
arbitrary Power being veiled in the Legi/lature 
to take away the Rights of the People, no fuclx 
Idea was entertained or exifted : But on the 
contrary. Parliaments were looked upon as the 
Protestors of the Liberties of the People, and 
were adored by the Whigs as the gr^at Bulwarks 
of the Conftitution ; though, for the fame 
Reafon, hated by the Tories. * Thus then was 
the Monarchy the only Power, which it was 
neceflary at this Time to guard againft; and 
this being ejffedually done, as has been {hewn, 
the Conftitution and Government were not 

* It may be aiked then, what is the Meaning that Tories are 
now the Friends of Parliament, and IVhigs the Oppofers of them ? 
The Reafon is plain. The inver/e ufe of Parliaments hath made 
them fo : when Parliaments were limited to the U/e of the Conftitu- 
tion, they belonged to the Whigs ; when unlimited^ to the Abu/e of it, 
they became the Property of the Tories : for Tories follow arbitrary 
Power, as Cronur do Carrioa^ wherever it is to be met with ; and 
are driven in fearch of it, by the fame blind impulfe^ that drives a 
Ne^vfoundland Dog into the Water, after a Stone that he cannot reach. 
It follows therefore that by Whig and Tory is meant this : A 
IVhh is the Friend of Liberty, and the Enemy of arbitrary Power. 
A Tory is the Friend of arbitrary Power, and the Emmy of Liberty, 
And fuch is the Definition, and fpccific Difference, of thefe Parties 
at this Day ; though, from the^ P^'higs not perceiving in Time, the 
Politics of the Tories refpeding Parliaments, and from their well- 
grounded Attachment to the Conftitution of Parliaments, many of 
the beft, and moft refpeftable Characters, of this Party, became, by 

only 
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only then confidered as afcertaihed, and fettled ; 
but actually continued fo to be, as I have faid 
before, to the i^ra of the prefent Reign;, 
though not without the Introdudion of a Prin- 
ciple, as muft be admitted, which, however 
necejSary the Circumftances of the Times might 
have rendered it, and although adopted at firft 
without any View to arbitrary Power, as will 
appear hereafter, yet, has fince proved the fruit* 
ful Means of our prefent public Evils : For this 
Principle, being that of Corruption, became at 
length to be an acknowledged Principle in the 
Government; upon which a Syftem was to be 
credled, and by which the Adminiftration of the 
Government was to be conduced. But as even 
this arch Seducer ^ this wicked Serpent^ was found 
infufficient of itfelf to violate the Chajiity of Li- 
berty ; and now every other Experiment having 
failed, one other Trial was left : Force muft be 
ufed, a Rape was to be committed, and that Wolf 
in Sheep* s Cloatbingy xhzl cloven footed Beajl^ the 
Offspring of Corruption, called ^^ the Omnipo^ 
*^ tence of Parliament^'' was generated, and be- 
came the Heir apparent to the fortified Eftate, 
and loft Patrimony of Prerogative. * 

the Policy of the Courts hampered by that damnable Herefy of State, 
the now T^r^ Dodrine of <^ the Omnipotence of Parliament.'* 

• It may here be aflced too, how can " the Omnipotence of 
«« Parliament" incrcafe the Power of the Crown ? The Anfwer 
is, in Fa£t, by the Meat) s of Corruption : but^ by logical Proof, 
it fland thus : 

PROOF. 

One of the; Emperors of Rome having faid that his little Boy of 
five Years old governed Rome, and being aiked^ how that could be, 
\^e proved it m this Way : 

I govern Rome, faid he; 
My Wife governs mc j 
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But how I thall b€ told, that, botwithftand-. 
ing what has been alleged,, this Dotlrine is, in 
Principle, the Doftrine of all Governments $ 
that it is fo of our Government; that it is 
cloathed in the Forms of the Conftitution; and 
that it has many A&s of Parliament for its Sup- 
port. To which I reply; that to fay that this 
Doftrine is, in Principle, the Doftrine of all 
abfolute Governments, is to fay, what is abfo- 
lutely true : for it is of fuch Governments the 
very Principle itfelf. But to fay that this Doc- 
trine is, in Principle, the Doftrine of a limited 
Government, of a free Government, and fo in 
Confcquence of our Government ; I think, I 
may prefiime to aflert, that, fo far as Argu-e 
ment founded on Fa<9t will go, the contrary 
has been, already proved. And now I do not 
feel myfelf at all averfc from the ExaminatioigL 
of this Dodlrlne, upon the abftra6t Ground of 
the Principles of Government in general ; or of 
pur Conftitution in particular. But, in good 
Truth, until the Problem be folved, how iix 
the Nature of Things, iahd in Common Scnfe^ 
zxi arbitrary Power, under any poflible Mode^ 
can be faid to exift in a free Government; all 
Procefs of Ratiocination is mere Verhuy et pra-^ 
teria nihily arid the Dilemma of the Problem it- 
felf mull ftand in the Stead *ofReafoning. 

My Kttle Boy governs my Wife ; 

Brgo^ my little Boy governs Rome* 
APPLICATION. 
The Parliament governs the Kingdom,; 
The Treafory governs the Parliament; 
The Crown governs the Tirftfury ; 
Ergo ; the Crown governs the Kingdom* . 

INFERENCE- 
That the Law is the WiU of the Prtnce, declared in Parliament. 

However, 
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, ' However, as It would fecm that the Theory 
of this Do<Srine has its Dependence principally 
<?n the Authority of Sir William Blackftonci I 
ihall hope for his Piardon, if .for the Sake of 
Truth, (and I am fure, from the^ perfonal Ob- 
ligation as well as re^l Efteem I fipqerely have 
both to and for Sir William^ it caq proceed 
from no other Motive) I (hould fuggeft, and 
ihall endeavour,, by a few curfory Obfervations, 
to fupport the Snggeftion, that the Error of 
this Doiftrine feetps to have arifen, in foference^ 
ff 001 an Error in the Manner in whi?h he has, 
in his Commentaries on the Laws of England, 
laid down and tr?at«4 th? Pr^nqples ^f our 
Conftitution. 

: Thefe Commentaries, in their Dedication to^ 
the Q^een, annoyijice themf^lye;? to pc, ^^ A 
^* View of the Law$ and Coni^itution of ^ng^ 
*MandV* and, of the X^si^if, Jhey are truly fo,, 
in every Senfe. They have fpr their RecomH 
Hiendation, Arrangement and §yflem, the mod 
i3iatural and beautiful Diftion, with the moft 
comprehenfive and beft (jh^fpn CoUe6i:ion of 
Material^; fo that a^ z. Juridical Hiiiory, they 
-may be cwjfidered as .corre<^ and perfect. But 
ai fi,,Q^iftaionai liiftory,. the View is fon^e^ 
wh^dlfierent. Here \they are ip)perfe<5t, and^ 
as I rhave jt*ft fuggefted, erroneous. Of the 
X^a^ itfelf, whilii th«* moft accurate Definition 
is given, and the moft elaborate ^Reaibnings; had 
^pon all itS'Part$, t^Oit a Word/ of this Kind^ 
is faid of the Canfiitution^ No Definition, not 
even a furamary Explana^io(a of it; nay, aU 
though the Term Con/iitution is to be read al- 
mofl; i» /ey«^y V^^^,.£reat a?s \the. Word is, it 

4 ^ ha& 
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has not a Place affigned, nor is it to be founds 
in the Index* So far then are the Commcn-r 
taries imperfe^Sk, and in what foUowS| I think^^ 
they are erroneous. 

The Principles of the Conftitution arc fo em- 
bodied, and confounded with thofe of the Law, 
that the Rights $f the People are made, not to 
arife put of the Confiitutian^ but to depend on tho 
hanv. *^ The Laws aflert our common Rights/' 
fays Lord BqlingbrokjC, ** but they do not give 
*^theni to us/'* Between m;/7 and political 
Law, no Difti nation whatever is made^ when 
k) ! upon , this Diftindion depends the very 
Difference between the Law, ar\4 the^Conftittt- 
tion. Political zxidi civil h^vis, fays Baron Mon- 
fcfquicu, "Should be relative to the Nature 
** and Principle of the actual, or intended Go-- 
** vernment; whether ihty form it, as in the 
** Cafe qf political Laws, or whether they Jispporf 
** it, as may be faid of avil Inftitqtioiis/* 
Again : *^Confidered as Members of a Society 
*< that muft be properly fupported, they have 
*^ Laws relative to tne Governours and the Go- 
** yerned; and this we call politic Law. They 
*' have alfo anpt&er Sort of h^iws relating to the 
'* mutual Communication of Citizens; by which 
♦^ is underftopd the civil Law/' Baron Monte- 
fquicu next makes an Apology, for not having- 
Jeparated ^the political from the civil Laws: 
*^ For," fays hfe, *M do not pretend to treat of 
^' Laws, but of their Spirit y which, } converfo^ 
is the very Reafon that this Diftindion fhoiild 
have been made in the Commentaries on tho- 
Laws pf England, ^f Another great Authority, 

^ See VMS. od Piut. p. 89. f See Spir. of Laws» ▼. k. di. 5. 
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in Support of my Opinion^ ii that of Baron 
Biclfdd. Thi$ Author fays, '' Confidcred as 
^< living in a Society that m'uft be maintained^ 
^* there muft be Laws in the Relation there is 
** between the Government and thofe that arc 
*' governed; and thefe make tht political or 
'* puilic Law : There are ftill others in the Re- 
•* lation that all the Citizens have among them- 
^^ felves^ and thefe make the civil Law." He 
fays too, in another Place, *' In the moft ex^ 
♦* tenfroe Scnfe the public or political Law com- 
** prebends the reciprocal Duties between the 
♦* Governors zxA the governed; that is, from 
*« Sovereigns towards their Subjeds, and from 
«^ JJubjeds towards their Sovereigns, and towards 
♦* the State of which they are Members* Each 
** State^ each Nation, has therefore its public 
^* Law; the Study of which becomes the more 
^* extcnfive, and the more difEcult in Proper- 
f' tion as the Form of Government i§ more 
f^ complicate. The public Law, or Confiitution 
^* of England^ for Example, whifh determines 
*• the Rights and Prerogatives of the King, the 
^* Parliament, and the People, forms a very 
f^ extenfive Science/' * 

Now from the Want of this Diftincftion be* 
tween the political and the civil Law, or rather 
from the total Silence of the Commentaries 
upon the Subje<a of the former, thofe pre- 

f S(?e Elements of Erpditioa,. wl. !• p. 89, and 103. Thit 
^^ce, in order to itt Attainment, is very judicioufly treated of 
in the third Volume of thefe Elements, under the Head ofStatifiics ; 
and to ytrhich the Reade^ if not pnly referred in particular, but the 
Etiments themfelyes in general, as well as the Political Inftiiutes of 
Baron Bielfield, are worthy &e Perofalpf vitxy Lover of Lean^* 
ing and Science. 

determined^ 
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determined, or precedent "^ Relations, that cxift 
between the Oovernars and gfrverned of thi^ 
Kingdom,. are'made to be the Offspring of the 
civil or municipal Law ; to be the .mere EifedH 
cf Legiflation, and the Ad^s of the Legiftature 
itfelf only : So that, from fuch Prcmiflcs^ the 
Conclufion, of an ^ar^/Vr^ry Right in the Legif- 
lature, is juft and natural ^ and *^ the Omtii- 
•* potence of Parliament" follows as of dittffc 
and certain Confequence : For that Power that 
gave^ muft have a Power to take Away ; and if 
the Legiflature created the Conftitution, the 
Legiflature muft of Covirfe.haVie a Right */ t^ 
*' change and create it qfrejh':^} :Bnt how erroneous 
this Dodrine is, a bare Attention to the Nature 
of the political h2iVf aloiie, without any other 
Aid, fufficiently provesi 

The Commentaries iay, ^ ^i .Now the Rights 
«* that ^xt commanded to be obferved by the 
f* mnnicipul hzw are of two Sorts;" and then 
they proceed to convert JR/^i&if^ into Duties^ in 
order to bring them under the .Commana oi th^ 
miaiicipal Law ; ^f* and which othcrwiife could 
jpot be done . from the very Definition of thia 
Law: for the Definition .is, i>Ar ^ SanSii^ 
JanBa^ jubens' honejia^ et probibens contrariay 
which can, by no Means,» ^PP^y ^^ ^^® Rights 
pf the People, though it njgy to their X)«//Vj-» 
As for Example : The Trial by Jury is a Right 
of the People : But how is this Right of the 

• Sir Francis Bacon fays, •* ihzt Monarchies ^o not fub£[ft, like- 
•• other Governments, by ?i precedent Law j and that Subaiiflion to 
•• then) js grounded upon Nature ;" which proves, jiccprding tt>- 
Aim, that other Governments do fubfift by a precedent Law, and 
that SubmifHon to them is not groDnde4 Upon Natnre, $£e Cafe bC 
Hne /*r/?-/r<7//. vol. 4. pag. 185. ' 

f SeeBIackftone'sCooun.T. I. p/iz3« 
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^eopk to be fubjeded to this murndfalh^w 

according to its Definition ? It cannot be. Trial 

by Jury is .^n a&folufe referred Right, and not a 

relative ov facial Duty. It is neque ^onejium^ 

neque conirarium. Belides, there is no Con- 

■jnexion between this. Species of Law^ and this 

Species of Right. This Species of Law^ that 

is the municipal or civil Law, has to do with 

■private Right u This Species of Right is fub- 

ordinate to that Species of Law^ which has to 

H^o with public Rights 5 namely, the political 

JLaw* And ■ herein confifts both the Error of 

the Commentaries, and its Solution. The 

Error is, in making political and civil Rights 

Jyttonimoiis.^ and without Diftindtion. * The 

Solution is, xki2\ pQlitktil^j^:^ has to do with 

public Rights, civil Law with priipaie Rights : 

That private Rights are the ObjeiSs of Legifla-- 

tion:- That public ■ Rights are the Balis and 

-Foundation oi private Rights, the fundamental^ 

'unalienable, and unalterable Laws of the Land, 

originating in Compadt ; and, whilft the Corn- 

ftitution lafts, holding by the fame Tenure; 

That they are the Grounds of the Conftitution, 

^^nd the Occafion gf its Form of Government; 

the Creators of Legiflators, Legiflatures, and 

x)f Legiflation j and thefe being of Courfe the 

Creatures of thefe Creators, the Creatures may 

not have a Right of Omnipotency over their 

Creators : But on the contrary, *^ the Omnipo^ 

^' tency of Parliament," quoad thefe public Rights^ 

" jnuft become -'^the Subferviency of Parliament,'* 

• Political^ or «i;// Liberty, fay the Commentaries, is no oihet 
•* than natural Liberty fo far rcftrained, &c. ;" fo that political Lu 
berty is «w7 Liberty, and #/<zf/7 Liberty /«////ca/ Liberty, without 
Difiinaioa or Difi^erence*. 

which 
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which 18 the very Rcverfe of what the Com- 
mentaries intended to prove ; and, in being fo, 
ihews, as if the Conftijution had been made 
for the Commentaries, and not the Commen- 
taries for the Conftitution : As if they had 
been w^ritten pro Re nata : Or as if they had 
been fubmitted to the Pruning-Knife of the 
Lord Chief Juftice qf the Court of King^s 
Bench, that they might bear the Fruits of his 
Politics, and bring forth the Evils that have 
arifen from them^ 

I w^ould now feek to excufe myfelf, for hav- 
ing prefumed to trefpafs on that Ground, to 
which the Vinerean Profeflbr of Law might be 
faid to have an exclujtve Right : But as my 
Views v^ere to fave, and not to deftroy, fo his 
Juftice, I am content to think, will be to par- 
don, and pot to condemn. 

Another Argument that has been alluded to. 
is thatj^ of this DoSrine being cloathed in the 
Forms of the Conftitution \ but the Argument 
itfelf is the very Obj^dtion to the Dodrine : 
for of all Tyranny, that Tyranny is the worft, 
which has th? Formalities of Law for its Sup-' 
port- Every other Tyranny is. the Effed: of 
mi/guided and ungdvcrned Paffions : this is the 
Refult of Deliberation, and ?ven Reafon is pro-^ 
ftituted to its Purpofes. The forrper may find 
Motives for its Excufe : the latter is out of thq 
Reach of Abfolution. Lawlefs Tyrannyjs con-? 
fefledly lawlefs. Legal Tyranny adds Treach- 
ery to Tyranny: for it ads in Difguife, and 
..deceives with the Appearance of Truth. But 
this Argument applies to the fuperior Bafenefs 
of this Tyranny only. The Abfurdity of it is 

^^^almoft: 
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tloiofl: too prepoftcrous to mention. Tyranny 
cloathed in the Forms of the Conftitution ! How 
irreconcilcable the Terms with the Ideas ! And 
how little able to ftand the Teft of Examina- 
tion ! Every Body knows how, and in what 
Manner, one Part of the Conftitution receives its 
Form ; I mean the Houfe of Commons : that it 
has no original Jurifdiftion or Power of its own : 
that it is ele<aive, and for a ftated Term only : * 
that its Members are the Deputies of the Peo- 
ple, appointed to do their Bufinefs in Parlia- 
ment ; and for fo doing, received, no farther 
back than the ^^eign of Henry VIII. the JFages 
of their Conftituents. And yet no fooner arc 
forty of thefe Members (for forty cohftitute a 
^^Houfc) aflcmbled in the holy Chapel of St. Ste- . 
phen, than a Right originates in them, in Con- 
junftibn with the King and the Lords, to mak'^ 
Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Water of 
thofe very EleSlors^ of whom they are them- 
felves the EkSied only.-f* Such is the Abfur- 

• The Eledion of an Houfe of Commons was formerly fof one 
Year, afterwards for three Years, fince for feven. What is next to 
be the Cafe, rcfts on " the Omnipotence of Parliament." 

f In Proof of the former fubordinate State of Parliament to the 
People, and fo of courfe, in Contradi^ion to its preftnt afiumetT ' 
State of Omnipotency, Judge Hales fays ; ** It is the Law and 
*' CuHom of Parliament^ that wherc^ any new Device is moved on 
V the King's ^ehalf in Parliament for his Aid, or the like, the 
** Commons may anfvver, that this is a neiu Device, and they dare 
" not agree without Conference with their Countries ; whereby it 
** appeareth fuch Conference is warrantable by the Law and Cuffom* 
** of Parliament ;" and for his Authority, cites Rot. Pari. 13 EdJ 
III. N. 58, to which I have referred : But this Dodrine not tallying 
with thefe Times, this Citation is not nowu to be found in the mo- 
dern Editions' of our Rolls. If, when the Taxation of America^ 
without Reprefentation was propofed, the Commons had faid ^* this 
*' is a neiv Device, and we dare not agl«e without Conference with 
" our Countries," America had dill been Part of the Britifh Empire; 
and Great Britain not the degraded Kingdom it now is. *" 

^e Hales of Parlm, p. 15,* 

dity 
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dity of thi§ Dcxftrine, and yet fuch the Doiarine 
|s. Had it been faid, that the Legiflaturc might 
affume fuch a Power to itfclf, but that it could, 
not poffibly^-have aRtg&t to fuch a Power; that 
it might exert and maintain fuch a Power by 
Force, but that fuch a Power was Ufurpatiori^ 
and Tyranny ; fuch a Dodtrine as this would 
have been intelligibly^ and it would not have 
been denied: but, on the contrary, it would 
have been admittedj as, upon this Principle, 
I mean very readily to admit (as a Matter of 
Fad:) the laft Argument made ufe ofj, that this 
DoArine has many Adls of Parliament for its 
Support y and to thi^ End. will take the Liberty 
. of citing fome of thefe Adis myfclf. 

The firft is the Statute of the 21ft of R. IL 
C. 16^ whereby the whole legiflative Power of 
the Parliament was delegated and lodged in this 
King, with twelve Lords and fix. Commonersi 
or any fix of the Lords, and any three of the; 
Commoners. 

A fecond is the Statute of the 1 1 of Hen. 
Vll. c. 3. whereby Authority was given by the 
Juftices of the Peace (without any Trial by a 
Jury) by theit Directions to hear, and deter-* 
spline all Offences ag^inft any penal Statute then 
in Force.* 

• Upoa this Aa Dr. Hard has the followittg Remarks : " Th^ 
« Op5)reflions," fays he, " of Empfbn andDud^y, had been found- 
•* cd in .1 Stretch df Power, ufqrped and juftlfied on the Principles 
!* of the Civil Lawr, by which diefe Mifcreants had been enabk4 
** to violate a fundamental part of our ConHitution, the Way of 
f * Trial by 'Juries* The Effe^ on the People was dreadJFttl. Ac- 

V cordingly, in the Entrance of the next Keign, though the Au- 
** thority^ by which they had a6led, bad em en been Parliamentary^ 

V thefe Creatures of Tyranny were indited for High Treafon, wer^ 
" condemned and executed, for having been inilrumental in fub- 
•* Tcrting Legem Terrtt ; and the extorted Statute, under which 

/ A third 
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A third is the Statute of the 3lft:Hien, Vlitt 
c. 8, which delegated to thq King Power to 
make Layers by his Proclamations, with the Ad- 
vice of his Council of equal Autliority, aji4 
Force, with Ads of Parliament, * 

There are, befides* fome other. Statutes, par-« 
ticularly in the Reign of R, 11. to the fame 
EfFe<St ; but as they are lefs exceptionable, it is 
unneceflary to mention them, Thefe may he 
faid to be Cafes in Point, and as fuch I pron 
duce them. But will Sir William Blackftone^ 
or any other Advocate for ** the Qmnipotcnce 
^ of Parliament/*: fay ; that thefe Statutes were 
made upon an aSiu^l acknowledged Right fubfift-f 
ing in, the Legiflature, of making and cnafting 
fuch Laws? Or rathejT will they not fay, what 
was then fai.d, and what has ever fince beci| 
faid, on every Hand; that ^* thefe Statutes 
"^^ were notorious. Breaches and Violations of tht 
** original Conjiitution : that the fundamental 
*^ Rights and Pomers of the two Eftates of tha 
^* Lords and Commons were given up and de- 
** ferted : that the Wildncfs of them was ap-^ 
^* parent : that the Fate of their Makers was 
** precipitate and fearful : and that may it aU 
^*^ ways be fo, with fiich Infringers and fuch 
'^ InfraSlions.'* And will any one fay that this 
was not the Light in which thefe Laws, were 
and are confidered, nor the Manner iu which i 
ex debito juftitice^ they ought to be looked upon 

'* diey fead hoped to Aeltcr themfelvcs, was, with ayii/ Indignatiom 
*f repealed." Sec Mor. and Polit. Dial. vol. 2, pag. 2M. 

♦ Of this Statute, Dodor Hurd fays ; « This terrihle. Ad \s 
31 Hen. VIII. ch. 8. It was repealed in i Edw. VI. ch. 1 2. Se^ 
•' Mor. and Pol. Dial. v. ii^ p. 267." What will the Doftor fay 
(>f the Popi& Canada^ Adt? Hereafter 1 troil we fhaU know. . 

and 
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ahd treated ? Sir William Blackftone, 1 arii fiire* 
will iKit fay this. And then, all Controveriy 
is at an End between him and me ; and he and 
I are agreed- But yet agaih» if he does not fay 
this; what becomes of his " Omnipotence of 
/** Parliament?" For if the Parliament be of 
Right omnipotent, the Power exerted by theie 
Laws is indifputable ; and the Objeftions made 
to them are treafonable, and deferving the 
higheft Punifhment. 

But now two important ^ejiions ariiing', 
to which Anfwersy as important, may be 
cxpedled ; I will ftatc the former, and will 
endeavour to. give the latter* The one Ques- 
tion is; What prefent Mifchief hath this 
Doftrine done ? The other. Where is its y«- 
ture Danger ? 

To the firft Qijeftion, I anfwer; it hath 
•* divided a Houfe againfl: itfclf," it has fevered 
America from Great-Britain* This is the Mif- 
chief it has done. Thefc are the Primitiee of 
•< the Omnipotence of Parliament,*' of that 
Dodlrine, wnich from, -Hifi2T:;^« took its Name; 
but fron> JS?// received its Principles: A Doc-* 
trine, which ** in the Hour of lidfolence" dared 
to fay ; ** I will tax America without Rcprc-* 
" fentation ; I will take the Money out of the 
*• Pockets of three Millions of People without 
•* their Confent, and of Right will bind themin 
** aU Cafes whatfoever ; I will reduce them to 
.** unconditional Submiffion, and I will bring 
. ^^ them at the Feet of Parliament." Blafphe- 
mous Tyranny ! Fatal Mifchief! But this is 
not all. 

It has produced a Congrefs (from the fifteen 

, Synods 
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Synods into which Scotland^ is ecclefiafticdll^ 
divided) at Edinburgh^ debating upon the Sub- 
ject of Religion, ** raifing,'* to ufe the Words. 
of Mr. Burke^ *' .the fame Queftion on .the 
** Competence of Legtjlature to make any Altera 
*• ation in that Syftem," \ and defying that 
Omnij)ptence pf Parliament, which had but 
j.uft before faid,. in the high toned Language of 
Ajirtqn, to America; 

";;-;- — ** P90I, not to think how va^n 
.^ ^\ Againi^tb'Qmmpotent to rife in Arms I" 

Para^feLofti bookyi. yer. 13^, 13$* 

tjiit vyhich*, to Scotland, y^as as ready to cry 
out| with the fame Authof j t , 

. . /*, Son^! fhovi in whorti my Glory; I behold 
't Ipi full Refpiendence^ Heir of all ray Might, 
*^ Nearly it noxv concerns us to be fure ^ 

J *'. Of.our Qfunipotence!'' PariLoft, b*Vi ver»7i9,&c^ 

- This too hath, this Dodtirinp done, f^ Arid 
♦f yet more fat^l Tidings dftill await bur Ears/ 

' It^hath raifed a gallant Army of forty-two 
thbUfaiid ' Men in I Wand, .who, .wifely fore--; 
feeing that ".the Omnipotency of Parliament," 
from its very Dfefiriition> could hov he confined 
to A'meripa,. were, prepared even with Omnipo-- 

* • The menfidn of Scdtlaiid remJndt iiletp fty, that Sir William 
Blackftorte having prodoccd the Aft of , Union as a Prpbifof ^* t\xt 
^ Omnijpdtency of Parlianlertt," " the Omnipotency 6f Parliament-' 
m^ht b^ proved by si Repeiil bf the fundamehtat Aftklcs of the 
Union. But thb was ntttthe Senfc of the Reigh in w^ich'the Aft 
df Union paffed. Fdt upon the Qijeftion in the Motife of Lords^ 
whether the Peers of Scotland fhould {n by lEle^hn or*by Defcent^ 
the DcbatcJ- turned entir^^f , upon* this Diftindlion J *'* which of thd 
^ Articles of the Union wfere fundamental y and nbt alterable i^* and 
which Were otherwifc. '''See Tind. Cont. of R^p, vol. 2. p. 238. 

t See Mr. Burke^s^ Ailfwer, to the L'ctter of Mr. Pat. Bowie, one 
of the Members of this Congrefs, in the Edinburgh Magazine foJ' 
March, 1775. , • . . . > 

^ E tency 
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tency to contend. But Tyranny w ever cowar^y^ 
And now our ^* PaMnuras nodding at the Hckn," 
to avoid Scylln, runs upon Cbaryhdis ; * and 
gives the thoufandth Mark^ and damning Prod^ 
of hitnfelf, that ; 

*^ Dum vitaht StultiVhia in cbntraria ctttTUttt." *-' 

Hor. Sat4 fib. i. v. 12J4 

This is the Mifcbief of thiS DoClrine, and 
this, with much more, it hath already done« 
1 forbear to mention the Fears, the Apprciien-« 
lions, the Diftrofts, the Heart^tinitngSj the 
Dangers, the Loffes, the Difficulties^ and. Dif-» 
trefles it hath brought down upon, and occa-^ 
fioned to, his Majefly's trfeful, faithful, and 
loyal Sufejefls in the Weft-Indies/ I omif to 
tafcc Notice of the Broils, the Heats, and the 
civil DifTentions Jt hath fown in this CotrntiV* 
For this were but to heap Felion «pon Offa^ 
.whllA: enoQgh remains to ciruiQi the infernal Mi^ 
ni/lerj of jtbis Doftfiae to Atoms, though tiieir 

* What is lieie faid mad be rec^ived» a» not intendfifg to e:>(gre<s 
t1ie. ]c9/k Di^ipprobation of thofe Adv«uit3Ses, which Irel^Qsl ha^ 
received flom this Country : On the contrary, di^re beiiig (till odief 
Benefits to whi<^ Ijieland is jaiUy entitM, and without which thofiBi 
already gianted will be hiftdisrod liot To beae£cial, I finoor^Iy Jiope^ 
ihe may obtain them* But what is here faid is meanit to i&ew, how 
dafiardly and unfrincifkd that Minifler mulk be^ vidio> btfcailife the 
Danger is- ;u a Diilance, Tpeads forty. ldilWfl» of Eaglfih Tienfuiey 
jind ^ills the Blo^dof thirty Tbqa^nd of his Miyeft/'s Sujbjeds, to 
obtain that m America, whicb^ beca^ie the Dii^gec is a^:ar9 ha 
yields up» and« with his own Hand^ makes a Vto^ of ro j(reland« 
AihI can a Wronger Pi£Uire of Jmfufiice^ flowu^g from t)|ac ^loafce. 
whencpyufiui ihould i^ue, be paint^4» tha^f this Repxeioicatioi^ 
aSbrds ! But let it be a LeiSbnof Caution to th^good PeG|de of £:ejbwdi» . 
how they tx^ tkH&fVwthircock ofaMinifta- 2 For h^iuaii^Jkfmult 
Qovfrage returns ; and with it << the Qnmipotcnce <^ Parlianent^reo. 
turning, the Advice of Alexander Sibrza* theJtalian» to hi;S:Anyr. 
Lewis I ith of France, w^, *^ Agree wdth )V)ur Enexnaes ttpon.aAy 
*\ Conditions, and then £nd the Opportonity to cut their Throayt^ V? 
ted fo die Mi4 of ToHiay may be rtptaUd To-morrow. 

Shoulders^f 
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Shool^S, like thoie of At}ai»» wer« JMado tfr 
iitppon the Burden of the Earth. 

And therefore I proceed to the fecond Q^ef^* 
tkm propofrdi Whew is its future Danger f 
Ai)^ this too I wili aniWer* The Danger isy 
tb^t with this T>o&tim io ht\A to be the Doc-* 
trine of the Coiuftitirtion^ a iorfupted Majority of 
Parlitm^^ may tonjtituthmiify make the Kii>g 
9^ i3L UmiteJ Mottarehy* a /^jf.^/ Defpot. J Wo 
Mrertol^ -tllat '* what P4rli«iaKe;nt doth» i»0 
^^ AuthwilQF upon Earth cjrn nftd^/' Th» 
^leiil bHl)g.4tineK where ia th^ Keoaedy? Sir 
WilliM»;W»efcftpiie tells »#, *' the Jlenjedy i« 
•* to be fought^ wh^A the Evil eoip^« < T« 
** pfetfelit it wcMd be ta A<Ii: of ladeceofy to- 
" wards CJoveriiwent/'- '^ For: i^e Sup^fitjoo 
** of Law is, that aeither tii0 Kiagj* nipr ekheif 
«*Houfc of Parliament (cotteftively teMn) ^ 
** cafiaik (f^oing wrong*" * And if ever thf 
Evil, unfortunately ^rives^ *' the Prudeftco of 
^^ the T£mes jnuft ftfovide new Ren&edies uf on 

t^ If ottr f lincet, on Cdnniffioif^ that it ivm itot ont j a vdn-^ but 
t defporate Uiidertakiiiff, to wrellk widi Parliamrnts* (l|o^ld fiiu^ic 
expedieiit to^compromite the AfFsdr with th«in^ apd agr^ to <s^/a;;WSr 
tlM-Coiiiinonwealth ^ffwten^ tifem, 4V0tiId' lk)t>ParliaflAe6€&'iuniA]Mb 
tieeoia« a Gn£vai)ce ? . Wpt^ld not oar K^^^^ntiiwe^ bf coiyie 9i|£ 
Ma^rsf Would not'the|r Condituents pecome their Slaves? 
HnK, if the govcming «ty//*fllii^ a ParJiaiticiit was'jtfftly the ObjcA 
of oarTfiTOr; if the govorning *iWh^a J?ad»n|pnt>ai,>; /«^, 
the Obu^ of our Wiftps^ the governing ^ a Parliai^iept iv^puld be 
a^ ixifdtibW Method^ hot only to compafsj t)\2t give a Sandlon to 
oir Rain. >W4th Regan! to dm £rft of ittfi: Si>virnments, odr 
Tenots have long flutibered : For while vre fi frpify p^e^ wl^ 
ftioold the SoVerdgtt tafee>? And with Regard to the faft^jKar 
iH^e^iiathrymei,^ See*Ufe and Abttfe of ^a^a^ent^, ^. 2. p. 714/ 

^ I liad imagined^ and froni^r WdlitmiBHauMcmt tpd» that;this 



Attiibute of PerfedUon belonged o^ly to^ the- Ftr/on <5f thp JSling. 
'la litth 

the Legij 
Jrnttg wr^0gf. ar ^ Kii^. See Blacks GotiUif. v<ri. L p. 2^4 



Bttt now 1 begin to §ael a little Ray of Dlvibitv about myf^, a^ 



to think tk'at» as a MemUr of the LegiJIature, I-am as incapable of 

" ; Blacks GotiUif. vri. L p. 244. 
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"new Emergencies/' And fo I think myfclfi 
For the Evil is arrived, and therefore the Pru- 
dence of the 'Times muft iihd a new Remedy 
upon a net» Emergency. And which (hews too, 
^hat I undertook to prove,, that " the Omtti- 
** potency' of Parliamertti" as a cpnftituti^nal 
Do6trincj is " a new Emergency,*' originating 
• in the Reign of George III. and requiring ** a 
*^ ne^V Remedy/* But what if no Remedy can 
be found? Why then, we (hall be told that 
** what we cannot cure we muft endure^* and 
that \Ve muft take to ourfelves, what has t^een 
called, " the Comfort of the Inqui/ition :*' We 
mujl bear the Evil nsyith Patience^ 4" ' 

But< why feek a Remedy at all ? For where id 
the Evil ? Admit /the Do^ritie, and the Evil is 
none. It is the DoArine of the Conftitution. 
And how can the People c6mplain cf that Doc* 
trine>-which the People themfelves thought fit, 
in their Conftitutidn, to ordain ? 
• But did I fay that this Doarinn, ^yS beid to^he 
the Doftrine of the Conftitution^ may mak«stbe 
King a legal Defpot ? I will fay that it has alre^y 
made the King a legal Defpot, greater than any 
Defpot in all Europe j I was about to (^y greater 
than in all the World : But as great as any ia 
the World, I do aiTert and will maintain. 

When the SVar with America was lightecl up 
by this Country in that, the Pretence of it 
was to force SubmifHon to the Parliamentary 
RightS' of England. It was therefore a H^ar ^ 

f An innocent Italian being once condemned to the Iiiqiiifitfo|i» 
Jie faid to his Father Confeflbr ; *• PaM mi», cbe iba da fartk* 
Father, what muft I do? To which the Father anfwefed;, ** FigUo 
•' «r«, bifigna a^vtr Pazienza," Son, yott muft bear It patiintfy^ 
And whence, this ^therly Advice it called^ the inquifi^rial €§m^ 
y»r/» or ibi Cmfort 9f tbt In^fithn. ' 
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Parliament f the Caufe of it being a Pariiainenr 
tary Caufe. But what Proof did Parliament 
give of its being fo ? Or rather what Proof 
did Parliament not give to (hew that this was 
nothing but a mere Pretence ? I will tell you 
-in a Word. They paffed th? QjieUec-Aa: : Of^ 
I which before I fpeak, I truft, ^*^the.Omnipor 
«<^ tency itfelf of Parliament" jwilj aUow,„that 
Jf there be any one Thing wjiigh Parliament 
cannot do, it is that q( m^ejii^g itfelf of its 
own %^//W Authority, Apdy^t this very 
Quebec- Aft, not only furrendcrs^ up the Iegijl»r^ 
true Authority of Parliament, i(i. ^nd qyeii^alL 
Canada, marked out, for this fpecial Purppfe, 
in Extent determinable only by the Lines and 
•Circles of Agronomical Qeography^i into the 
Ilands of the King ; but plapes the executive 
and judiciary Powers there alfo. And if there 
be any Degree of J^efpotifm greater and higher 
than that, where the legijlative^ the executive^ 
,^nd tht Judiciary Powers meet and unite in 
one and the fame Perfon ; I have /ailed in 
what I fq boldly took upon myfelf to affert 
find maintain. 

Where then is the Difference between this 
A<9: and thofe of the 21ft of R. IL c. 16, and 
the 31ft of Hen. VIIL ph. 8, (which laft Doftor 
. Jli^rcJ calls " a terrible ASl'*) except in the pa- 
ramount Nefarioufnefs of xYit former oyer the 
fatter. They all give up the legiflati^ce Authp- 
rity of Parliament to the Crown : But th? A<9: 
of R. II. has the Modefty, in fo doing,^ to join 
fome of the Lords, and fome of the Comnaons, 
with -the King; and the Adl of Hen. VIIL 
jfuperadds, " with the Advice of the Coun^cil;" 

E 3 wher^aj 
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l^hcreas the Quebec- Aft, befldes th« Judkiifry 
PoWer> tht' exeeiitive he\n^ of Right iti thl^ 
Crown, vcfts an ei^cfu^e Right to tbd legijlmiih? 
Power there in the King s^lone ; and is called m 
conJiituthnalASt i whilft the others, when pafled» 
and for ever after, till repealed, were held n§^ 
tmdus Vhktidns^ of the Conftitution, and Ads 
of Tyranny. But this is not the only A6I in 
which this MadneiS of Power has been exerted* 
There is not one of thofe matiy coerti^e Afts 
that have polled in the AdniiniftraMon of th^ 
-prefent Mintfter refpcfting America, in which 
you do not find ihe very Roots, not only of 
our Conftltution, but or 6very Government:, 
€wn' 0f Htrndnity itfe^y^ torn from their niitive 
Embraces;^ and burnt up by the Blaft of hk un^ 
natural Power* Not an Aft out of which Articles 
of Impeachment, upon Articles of Impe^^^Piofitt 
'do not Irife j'f* and for which if he does not fufier 
in- this World (for his avowed OftcnfibiUty will 
not proted him) Juftice is but fled to the titxt^ 
that his Punifhment maybe eternal hereafter. f 

• 9ee the Fifhtry.-BUl, of itarvatiim^Aii 9s it \i called, Jt«t^|d>^<fr, 

where the Unocent are involved with the Guil/y, ail4 ** ^ Sii|9 of 

** the Father vifned upon the Children unto tlie third and fourth 

•< Gefterations.'* " . ' * ^ 

t Ltt it bd rem^mbefed^ that otte of Ihe Articlei of Impeachmmil 

. againft th^ SitrJ of Cl^nctan wa? ; *< That he introduced an arU^ 
<' trar^ Go'v^rnment in hi« M^efty's ftreign Plantations." 

6eeCkrendbn'8Tni6t8a p. 2^. 

' t h ^ay ht enqdred V>w, un4er A>ch CirCumftances, has thia 
Minifter been aWe to find Support ? To which the Anfwer h ; by 

' the following Means. Ift the lirft Place, by a Wafte and Diflipation 
of the PdbBc Money, exceeding the Bomids of ail Cri4it\ in every 
Senfe of the Word, - Ivk the next, by the Adoption^ and mpft 
ready Ufe, of a favourite Maxin^ in the Politics of Machiavel, 
namely, "^ to conceal every Appearance of Cunuingj and to deceive 
<^ under the Guife ol C^nd^ur ^Xit g9^d faith. ^^ But. laftjyi and 

. principally, by becoming the adopted Go^- father of the old CocHtr- 
^rtt*Qlnot9fy<0ingfame'yZXi^ to v^'hom/Cod-fathfr^lfh, h^ pro^ 

I have 
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. I have now done with what I had to offer ia 

Addition to that wry^ very important Subje£t» 

*? the Do^rine of the Omnipotence of Parlia- 

•5 mcnti" and here ending my Endeavours to 

^^WiX owt to. you the Source of our prcfcnt poli^ 

tifcal Diftr%<^ipns^, their propofed Remedy and 

Redreis hecome the next Objed: of your Confide-* 

ration. And as by the former ^ my Defign has 

been tp proyci t^t thi* I)oftrine of. " the Omni- 

** potence of ParUament" has been not only the 

Source, but the unconjlitutional Soxxrct ol our pre- 

fent political Diftradion^;* fo, by the lattery the 

^tting afide that Dodtrinc, is, in the very Ad of 

its. HemQval, both the Cure of the Evil, and ^h« 

Remedy propofed. But of this briefly in Detail 

. I have obfervcd, that a Principle at the Time 

of the Revolution was intj^oduced, which after^ 

wtfds hecaoie an acknowledged Principle in the 

inlied and vowed three Tilings in their Name : Firfl. that the Par- 
iiameiit Aou]d> be dmnipotent ; whirrebv, althoogh they» in tbem^ 
/ilveii would becoqie the Vaffals of the Crown ; of themfel'veSiX^ty 
would be the 7)ra«/j of the People: Secondly ^ that a Revenue 
(hottld te proaired from America, in order to eafe them of the 
S4irthi;n of Ac Land-Tax : And thirdiy^ ths^ Trade fhould be de^ 
ftroyed :' For Tpriei hate Trade, as Oil does Vinegar ; they never 
mix, afwithefs, the four laft Yei^s of Queen Anne's Reigns and 
JFor good Reafon-i Trade begets Wealth, Wealth procures Inde- 
pendesce. Independence protects Liberty ; and Tories, in their very 
Definition, an{ the Enemies of Liberty .^ It is however faid, that 
there is bow a great Mifuiiderftanding between this God-fasher an4 
bis God'chiUreu ; and which .is likely to bring an oldHou/e about 
his ^ars. The God-cbi/drenf it feems,' complain, that out of the 
three Things promifed and vowed in their Name, God- father-like, 
/only one has been performed ; to wit, t^e DeftruBion of^rade, Aiid 
now Experience hath taught them, that the Deftruftion of Trade 
was lowering the Price of their Lands,' leflening'the Vailjae of their 
Refits, ren^rfng unfaleable their Home Coihmoditiei and Manu- 
fiflul-cs, throwing the Poor and the unemployed tipon their Hands 
to maintain, and, in /hort, riiakmg abfolute Dupes of them. 
What a Pfty, as the only Dupes, thefc Torie? had not been 
%t only Sufferers ! 

E4 * Government, 
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Government, upon which a Syftcm was to bcj 
erci^cd I and by which the Adminiftration of the? 
.Government was to be carried on : And that this 
Principle was. Corruption. But this will require 
ibmc little further Explanation. * And here I will 
fay, that although Corruption; as a Syjlem^^ 
might tal^e its Date from the 'Epoch qf the Revo-, 
lution ; yet the Corruption of thofcDafys, andfrom; 
that Time to the Demife of George II; was as W[.' 
{event in Aini, 'and View, to the prefenlt Gbjoft oF 
Corruption,' as any two Things can poffibly be/' 
The Corruption of the Reign of King \yilliaiii,* 
I was almoft about to fay, was a laud(0le Cornip-^ 
tion^ and indeed as far as 'wicked yit2iM can be 
juftified by a good End, it was laudable : But thatr 
it was a hecejfary Corruption, and to the full as 
good in Eflehoe, as the Perfons for whofe \ii^ \t 
was devifed, no Friend to this Country will deny. 
An unwertky King had been driven out of the* 
Kingdom, and if he had taken his Un^^rthiesi 
along with hitn, there had been no Need of Cor- 
ruption ; and Corruption had not exifted j But 
inft^ad of this, he left behind hirn fuch Tribes 
of Jacobites, Tories, and Pricfts, fo nurocrousi 
sind powerful in Oppofition to the then Settlement j 
that as to appeafc the wicked i.oy9lty of theft 
Wretche?, (and who had been otherwife in Rei^ 
hellion to Liberty) a wicked Sacrifice to Mammon 

♦ It 13 certain t^at Qorfuj^tloD wj^s pradtifed Wfoire the Time of 
the RovolytipD \ and it is faid, by Lord Bplingbroke^ that << thq 
*s Expedient of corrupting Parliaments began undei: the Admi- . 
** niftration ^f that boiftcroos, Qverbcg^ring, dangerous Minif^r 
^< Clifford.*^ B\lt f|s <* the necefiary Supports of fuch Means were 
^* not yet acqoijreci," to ufc the Words of the fame noble Writer 5 
ioi IS \\ ^ certain! th^^ Cpr^ption ly^s npt^ befpre the Revolution^ 
reduced into a Syftem ; nor confidercd, as it is now^ the ruling Priiv« 
cijple o^{ our Govq-nmen^ 

was 
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was the only Expedient ; fo, to appcafe thl$ 
Jiioyalty was of tnis Sacrifice the only View, 
-Aikl ^ this Ncceflrty continued^ 6f which the 
Rebellions of 15 and 45 are flagrant Proofs, to 
the Period of Demife mentioned j fo again, far^i^ 
ther than this NeccfSty gave Ocqaiion to Corrap* 
tion, Corruption had no Objeft. For will any 
one fay, that arbi tray Power was the Objcdl oif 
the Reign of William III?^ Was it of Queca 
•Anne's Reign ?* Was i$ the View of the ReigA 
of George I? The Hiftorie* of thofc Times do 
not tell me fo, Was it of George II? His 
Fame is ftill alive, and daily Comparifons ierve 
hut to make it live for tvct^ What then was 
the Objedl of Corruption) I have already iaid i 
to ftop the Mouths of the*dffc6ntented ; to pre<«* 
vent Rebellions, which, however, it could not ef^ 
feSt I to fave, and not to murder the Conftitution. 
But let us turn our Eyes to the prefent Times 5 
to the prefent Reign ; to that Reign in which, 
no one Reafon, that gave Qccafion to Corruption 
in the former Reigns, exifts« NoControverfy about 
hereditary Right ; no Pretender to the Crown^ or 
next to none; no German Prince upon the 
Throne : but a Briton, as I am taught to fay ; 
though his Majefty was born in England, -f- And 
let us aik what is the Gbjed of Corruption now f 

* 'the Tories of this Reign, when in Pow^r, made one defperate 
fafii to bring l>ack the Stuart Fapiily ; and to place the then Pre- 
fencer on the Throne : b^t this was no mpre than the con vul five 
Agonies of their d]^ing Tyranny, at that Time, in this Country 5 
^nd as tp arbitrary Power, that ws^3 only in OrMne a4^ in Cafe of 
Saccefs, and not the View of the Reign itfelf. 

t If his Majefty had been horp in Wales, or in Scotland, or &t 
fort the Conqucft of the Anglo-Saxons, he h^d been born a Britcn: 
^at being )jotnJfnce the Con^jued of the Anglo-Saxons, and in En^* 
land^ a«, this Country has ever /ince been caDedj, it would feem as if 
Iiis Majefty bs^d been bom an i^ngUfim»n. 

^ Xfxk 
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Look to that ^Vabfolute dejpctic Power wtucli 
** muft in all ^ovemmepts rcfide fomewhere :*\ 
ZiQo|c to arii/r^ry Power in a Jree State : Look 
to " the Omnipotence of Parlianient," aiid ice 
the Obje<a tffere i ** r$&eJ in Divinity^ majefiicaHy 
1^ fweet/' with the B^^id Q^xx^^xwi pimping i^ 
the Embrace. Such is Corruptipa's Objed^ dow> 
and this the Difference in its Aim and View,. 
Here too is the Evil, ^.its Means and End; bot 
wheric the Remedjf is, is now the Stibje<ft of Inquiry, 
Perceiving, as many zealous and vtrortby.Patriots 
have done, the Ruin and Deflruiflion which the 
Male-adminiftration of our Government have 
been headlong driving this Country into, Reme^ 
clies for Reformation have not been wanting in 
Propofel; A Place and Penfion AB has been 
thought a fit Expedient, flxirt Parliaments have 
been repeatedly called for^ and a more equal and 
adequate Reprefentatim of the People required. * 

* This Propofidon of '< a more eqaal und adequate Reprefimtattoa 
'' of the People" is, as it would feem, founded upoR the fame Mif? 
take of the Nature of Reprefentation, that hai led our puny Politi- 
dans of this Reign into that abford Diftinaion, and fUll more abfiM4 
j^eafoning concerning a real and 'virtual Reprefentation in Parlia^ 
jnent. The Miilake i», that Per Ions or the PeofU are the Objeas 
of Reprefentation : Whereas the Faa is, that Property is the OhjeA 
of Repreientation, and not the People* The Members for Coiuitin 
fu-e the Reprefentatives of the landed Interefi^ and not the Repre^en* 
latives of the Perfons by whom they are eledled, but of the landed 
froper4y of thofc Perfons, and through th^m of all the landed Pi^ 
ferty in the Kingdom. Juft fo the Members for Cities: an^l Bo- 
roughs are the Reprefentatives of th^ fnonied or trading IntcreA of 
the Kingdom aft large, and not of the Per/ins of the Pot-wolloper$ 
or Chimney-fweepers who may perhaps be their Eledors. If there- 
fore on the one Hand the Reprefentation of the landed loterell is ina- 
dequate, that Reprefentation muft be made good in Proportion to the 
Quantity of Land that is occupied, and not in Proportion to the Kum^ 
ter of its Occupiers i So on the othf^r Hand, if the Reprefentation of 
the monied or trading Interefl be inadequate* this Reprefentation muft 
6e made good in Proportion to the increafed Quantum in both, and 
Aot in Proportion to the increafed Number of monied Men and Traders, 

Each 
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£a(^ excellent in itfelf* all ufefuli dnd pfq:ief, 
Bot viewing this^ Subject an the Light I have juft 
fhrotm k, re||»£tJng that what Corrtiptton waa^ 
^Corruption, DOw» ij not;, may it not be a Quei^ 
tion» .Whether thefe Remedies, looking as they 
ii^mii^y do» to the Prevention of Corruptioa 
«dy, ivouldj under thefe Circumftamies, be found 
fitUy adequate to the Kcformation wanted ? WiU 
Aey not be Pailiatives^ inftead o£ Specifies f And 
i^though they may mendj is it fure that they wiH 
^rr. the Evil? For myfelf, I muft confefs, thefe 
we my Doubts j and i will ftate my Reafona 
"for them. 

I have (aid, that theie Remedies look, feem* 
ioglyi to the Prevention of Corruption only ; and 
if Corruption was itfclf the Evil, the Prcventi<m 
«f Corruption was the Cure of the Evil ; But 
.Corruption h not itfclf the Evil j it is in order to 
the Evil» The Evil is arbitrary Power, Corrqprr 
4ion is the Handmaid to arbitrary Power. It ia. 

And thos it is that tKe whole Propertjrqf tKe Kingdom , and of 
Courifi its whole Intereft, which muft tonfift either of Land or Mat- 
ters of Trade, being reprefented, the whole Kingdom is reprefented. 
fkoiigh it msiy not be -adeqiiately fo ; the Members of Coanties bcb 
ing the Reprefentatives of all the Land of England, for the Intereft 
ofthat Land, whilft the Members of Cities and Boroughs are the 
'Reprefentatives of all the Money and Trade of England to the fame 
.£h4> Hence it was that Lord Camden^ in his great Wifdom, has 
faid, *^ That there was not a Blade of Grafs in all England that wa^ 
<* not reprefented." And why? Bec^ufe the Intereft of that Land 
whence the Grafs grows, and not the Owners of that Qnifsi was the 
Obj«6^ of Reprefentation. What are the Members of the two Univer* 
fitics the Reprefentatives of? Not of the Students, for they ate already 
tcpfefented either in the landed or trading Intereft : but th^y are tho 
R^prefent^tivjes of a fuppofed Property in Litfraturty and the Pit}-* 
tedors of th? Rights thereunto belonging, In the Reign of Wniiam 
the Norman, all the Lands qf the Kingdojtn, which was the only Pro* 
perty, there being then no Comtnerc^, were in the PoiTefTion of Seven 
tiundred People only } and therefore they, in their <olle^i<ve Cap^» 
etties, not only compofed the whole Legiflatare, but eogtoifed the 
whole civil Authority of the Eaogdom^into their Hand*. 

as 
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Its I have faid before, the BanvJ^ xht Procurefs^ at 
the Pimp^ of arbitrary Power: But it Is not 
arbitrary Power itjelf. It is the Means to an End j 
hot not the End ttfeif: Arbitrary Power is the 
End, .Corruption the Mcahs to that End. But 
it may be faid, that to remove the Means is to 
take away the End 5 and if Corruption were the 
$nfy Means to arrive at arbitrary Power, the A(^ 
fertion had been true. But to the fame End, 
there are many Means ; and fo is it in the prefent 
Cafe. As for Example. Let thefe Remedies do 
away Corruption entirely^ fuffer arbitrary Power 
to remain as a ccnjlitutional Dodrihe,. leave the 
Adminiftration of the Government' in the Hands 
of Tories ; and aftbitrary Power follows in Adopr 
tion u^n Principley as fiirely as the Means of 
Corruption would have procured it* Hence 
therefore it is plain, that to take away the Means, 
and to leave the End, is not to perform the Cure: 
For Principle will fupply the Place of Corruption. 
' Whereas to t^ke ftway the End, which is arbitrary 
power, not only the Means of Corruption arp 
done away | but all other Means to that E^nd mu^ 
inevitably perifli with it. 

Of thefe Remedies thcHi thefe are my Idea«. 
My Objeftions are not to their Propriety, but to 
their Infufficiency. The one J have endeavoured 
to prove, the other I have acknowledged. If 
therefore I am rpiftaken, my Miftake is not wil- 
ful; and my Error pardonable. \ will add too, 
that even the Infufficiency of thefe Remedies had 
not been fuggefted by me, without conceiving 
that fome Plan of Reformation, more pointed to 
the Purpofe, might be adopted ; for any Remedy 
is better than none, and to find Fault, without 

attempting 
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attempting to mend, is to play that P^Crt of 4 
Critic, which J neither knQW, nor dcfire to learn* 
It remains therefore^ that the Plan of Reform 
miition,- to which I hav€ alluded^ be now fub^ 
mitted to your Cenfure or Ad\^ption^ as it may! 
appear to merit the. oncj or deferve the othcn. 
And here, however great my Anxiety is for the 
Salvation of the Confticution of this Country^ 
however willing to adopt any Meafure whatever 
to this End, even that of Refiftancfe itfelf$ (I mean 
fuch Refinance as the Conf):itution admits) if the 
Pfopoiition whkh I had. to make was unfupport- 
fcd by^ny other Authority than that of my own,, 
my mental Courage (for the Courage of the Heart 
10 act to be parted with in Times Aich as thefe 
iife) would fail me in the Attempt. But when I 
confidcr that what I have to offer is not only 
founded on the Authority, and eftabliftied by a 
Precedent of the Coiiftitutiod^ but is fupported by 
Reajhnsy fo wife, fo prudent, fo unexceptionabli^ 
and fo conclufivc, /i^^/ are not my own; Fear i? 
converted into Fortitude, and Confidence fupplies 
the Place of Doubt* 

, Standing therefore upon its own B'afis, and in 
three Words, the Plan is this y Settle your Conjii* 
tutitm. And Reformation fucceeds, 

*^ l^dut Unda fupervenit Undam^' 
This -is the Beginning, this the Middle, and 
|his-the End of Redrefs. And let your firft Mo- 
nitor 1>e that of Shame. Shame! that in an en- 
lightened Country, in a Country whofe Govern-^ 
fnent is fubjefted to a Conjiitution^ and in a Country 
where, although the Term h in- the Mouth of 
«very Body, the. Conjlitution itfelf (as if by the 
Defigns of the wicked Fetp) is to be wrapped up in 

Clouds 
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Clouds o( myflertoup Darkne&; fi) fotle kootMl^ 
that no two Perfons con agree ift^ their IdMSt i^octf 
the Subjcft, alwtys ttodtEncdr ever abu|(bdi 4nd 
of ktc fo perverlfedt (hocking ta relate ! a$ «e^ 
haiie it repfiatexHy declared eves from thd h^ 
Atttbority of the TJaronc i^lf^ tbitC Tayatioo 
without Repre£bitatbn^ wid of Cdurfe ^ ^ 
•^ Onmipotcrice ofil^arliaflient!^ }» z €9n/Ut¥thMi 
I>o£brine» tp be maintatixed bjr the Blood woit 
Tyea&ir^ of England. ADet&ratkm that itiyij^ 
l^tes the very ld» of a ConiiittttiorH and» irhHA 
kcoovms <j^nMii^ bjr G>fi/iitiaiM in^ GfiVerfi^ 
meat bjr Wtli^li^s, tfaie Axe art once lo the £td0t 
of the Tree, and* Uierty is ito Qftoce* ^ 

^7>if a]l otfier Aei^ wHen ^y> ir^WMeftfare of SCtlie wafer M 
be^ttdig^di eHe L^MlHy <s>^ Aicb -Hc^f^re iwas jto be in^Aici^t^kf 
the Opinions of. the Twelve Judges $ ^d then the. Judges were the 
Qfcgens of Bribery and Corruption. WhcnCharles f . leirfed SiiijH 
Ibon^^ he bribel t^)o Judges to %* tha& fe had a {ti|;h^ to do f9» 
Why then wa5 not th^ /i^^f I^eafure of ta^pljig Atnenca^ iq^o/d^ 
fft /nife a Revenue fbr this Country, referred to the Judges of Our 
Jlif^r Tli« Slea&iv k obvidiis : ¥h^ were-die Day« of ftaei^M^ 
^¥e; ?%^.are t^e Days of 5< the Omt^ipo^ence of ParHjQneAtf'^ 
and fo Corruption hath changed iti GrJound. When Prerogative 
was bppoied to Law* the J«dgcs were the nceeHary-Tools of Goi 
Ternment. To xnifcondrue, mifapply, pc^di p«rirere the htm 'W^$ 
9im9>^. frcfe^nfii ^^O^Tig^ theip; and this was theChani^l th|rc|ugh 
Whi6h Coituption pafled. But' now that •* the ftfern Coiffrtiairtis of 
A^.Pjvfogaike hai^ft yi&ldpd tO' the tfildisr Vfiite^ Icflnencie;" al 
Sir William BJackftoce fU^// exprefes. a- very b^il Ideai Prerogative 
is fwallowed up in the Law, •* the Oinnipotience of Parliament** 
facceeds, and'ClirniptxDA Mm the FoiidtaiA Heat^. Then were 
the Judges dtjpendent on the. Crown; Nn'w ik^ Statute«of th?- lA of 
of fee©. IIL c. 23, hath fet theiB frte- Atfd why? Notfdr the 
^^t and pure Motives dxathavebcen afcribed'to thatStamte, bii^ 
for th^ .^e3&n that Corriiption hath chaagod its Ground ; Not 
tecaufe Jiifticc Ihpuld be incorrupt, hut.becaufe Leginatioa A^gr.bc 
«9r>opt; And. therefore as with thejudges no Temptation to Cbr^ 
«i»gtipn is^left^ and Vjfith Government, through jthem, m N^iStf 
fcr It; foabe Pa£l is, tliat when any »o W Meafure- is now to be 
adopted, in VMUan*t Shtp^ tht Cyci&ff are always ready* widi 
tk^^H^aimrrs of Corruption in their imih to forge iIms Tiimdir* 
Mu9fJ^fit(r for cmnifoitntXJk. 

Here 
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Hen then Is ygar Remedy r take it, and fof.. 
SkametTOktkc Vit of it| for fosnyetbbig msre thait 
£&Mier ado^ i« : For m a Matter of this nationai 
MagMtudC) of this ^Ji Impartaace to Society^ 
%Bdrahc& is CrtminaUt)?, and Want <ifCcrlamtyy 

Btit now theQudftioo that arifes, is>. m^^bat 
MMPiitr is tbis'Reo}c% tQ be^obtaiffied? For al^ 
tixiogh 4t may be dcfineabte in Speculation^ <vt 
Pf\aSice it nuay prove uffiaMaimaiblev Biit m this^ 
as in the fwmer Propoficioat the Proof lyi(% ia 
liae < pK^fitikxi itijblf ; t^ Proptc^icm. is, isrrkif 
chiGLt Oln»tiii \thf a» A£fc of your owa Ij^p^Oasm 9 
^xfm'J^forV^tirmityin theSttae^ dedarattrp 
<^ t&ei 0)Q{lita(wii^ afnd o£iSao[tfun(ktmntai zaA 
irpiwoMe Lawa i^n^ which 1^9 Ad^wniAntiad 
^ 'the ponrernfiient- is built^ and hy which it id 
to b^ diredtad.1 And £icb) botk iii Matter ^md 
Jdlmmr:^ is the Elan of Re&radsoiioit propofei; 
A Flail no :k& ^eafy, pdaia, pradkaUe^ adeqtialo 
to tke End, and fure in Wk&i thaoi ^M^/ltelrV 
mdSy^ {Upported by the Au^wfity^ the Frecedent^ 
dndJ2»ymf, which I have <a}ceady alluded iaat 
and' to which k woidd be now necdf&ry for .me 
more particularty to aduert, if the icery IVfentibn 
t^Umjfhrmtysn tie State did not^. in the Inftant, 
biing to every^Mind the akeody. obtained C^'«% 
formhy in the Chw&ky^ An Audibrity and'Preoe-< 
dent^.precifely in Point 4 and not lanly fo^ but 
who is he^that^ in z^^pmnug^cjatter^ does not 
iibeteii thdu&nd ftrois^r Reafona for adopting t|ie 

, * If. die CcJli^iw Spdy a4opt this fteqied>:» and the Ltgifiatimfi, 
'^cAy lefiUe to execute it, a real Fcoof of ** ^e Oixmi|>ote«/Qe -i^^* 
♦♦ FarfUmciu" will be giv^ .^ 

firmer? 
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fihnir? ShaHit bc.&id that thr Chwch, m iji^ 

hlifiaiedby the Siate^ is better worth prefemng, diatl 

the State itfelf ?; Shall it be fitid that the Charch 

is wifcr than the State I -f- Or ^at Qhurchmea 

^t€ more, wary: ah4 |>rovident even of their Um^ 

J>oraJ Intcrcik than Statefmcn are? ShallSn&ir/j!-. 

nine Articles^ the. Eniities of melaphyfiqal ;.^j^?f;/- 

mtity^ in ibme Rbfpedta, flaggmilg the Faith .even. 

c^ the Faithful,, and in others^ furpaifii^all human^ 

Underftandiog ; (hall thefe be Fundamentals foe 

Uhiformity> for Faith and Praftice in tbc:Staite? 

And Ihall the i?/]5fi&/ii hibtrtm^ and Privileges :o£ 

the State, the Offspring o£Comniofa:Senfe, ^und^ 

cd on Matter of Faft, knowabfei . ind efleatkl to' 

- be: ki^own by all, be hid in Ol^fcanty, and Icf£ in- 

Uncertainty, hay even iti the Jeopardy of Deftruc-i* 

tJbni hy the vefyi State to wliich they , belong ? To 

the:Jhrmet^ Objedtiops may: he iiaifcd* j Many/ 

may fay, as many.do;.IdoinQtvdefire to|iartake. 

of .the Rights of your^Chnrct. I da not uncfci:-. 

iland thcHu I ^iil not acxrept them* ,lBut to the 

Ifitter^ where can the Pretcrice df'Objedion lie ^ 

Wfll:arty Man fay, 1 do not defii* to, be free. ! .1 

do not wi(h to enjoy the Liberties i^i: Englifljmini 

\.&:)i\pi choofewtofcc theflxfecuredi . I hadcrather. 

bea Slave* Apdnfo he^who-dbjeiSs to.Unifer-'j 

mify in the State muH fa^ ; fimflam. reafoning' 

upon a Subjcft which : I hive . akcady ieftn9^# 

for ! its Support, to \ the Meafonis rdf another ; ,vxtd 

wWdi rendering, any Argutnents! that I. can fug-' 

- .filliete was.a Tiihe when tHc Cburcli wis mftt than tte Stattf,. 
fbr.thprc \yas a Time when the Church cquIjI read,, and the State 
could not; and thfs may eafily account fir VnJformify iti'dnci an^ 
not In the othe^. - But notv that both 'am* l^ad , ' the b^ft Pri*uHegiur$ 
(^krUaU wc can have, is the Benefit of thdr Extoiiplc/w iMfirmitj^ 

gcft 
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geft fupcrfluous, and unneccffary^ I have only to 
dirca the Reader to « REASONS >r Untfor- 
" "mity in the Statey* by Roger Acherley, Efq; 
being a Supplement to that moft admirable Work 
of his, " the Britannic Confiitutionr A Work, 
in the whole, full of Inftrud:ion for the prefent 
Moment * And now, whilft I reft fatisficd, that 
no Argument whatever, except that great Argu^ 
ment of State, the Argumentum baculinum^ can, 
ill Oppolition to thefe Reafons^ have any Weight, 
Force, or EfFedj fo in conclufion of the Subjedt, 

• This excellent Author fays, ** The Deltgn of this Supplement 
** is, to unite the two contending Parties of iVbip and Tories^ ia 
** the true Notion of the Conftitution of the Briti(h Kingdom and 
«• Government, as the only expedient to pull up by the Roots all 
^* Seditions, Tumults, treafonable Confpiracies, Rebellions, and 
«< even Party Diilindions, except that one, viz. Oftho/e'wbo are j or 
•* the Britijh Conftituiion^ and tho/e ijuho are againft it^ being a Off'' 
** iin&ioK that 6ugbt to be perpetual: Which defircd End can never 
«« be cficdted, ivitbout an ji& for Uniformity^ and for that Purpofe 
*• to Ihew, &c.*' 

Again : «* The Infecurity or Infirmity of the Conftitution in the 
** State; arifeCh from the Want of Uniformity in Mens Minds, and 
** for IVant of the People* s knonjuing it, and from their Diff ucationf 
'* and Queftions about ivbtu are^ and nvba^ are not the fundameniat 
«« P/ir/j of the Conftitutiom" 

He likewife fays in his Dedication, •* The People of antient 
<< Rome and Greece treated fuch Mea as introduced good Laws, 
** with uncommon Honour. It is. thmfore apprehended, that if 
** Uniformity in the State werfc enaded ift Great Britain, it would 
<* produce a national Stability meriting equal Honours ; forafmucli 
<< as the iluduating Opinions, about what are xHmt fundamental Rights 
«< of the Crown, and what of die People, have often engaged the 
** 'Go*tfem''rs and Oo*oerned ill hoftile Contentions, rendering tnc Na- 
<* tion weak by Divifions, which, in former Times, excited neigh- 
«* bouring Potentates to invade and wreft away thofe very Rights 
«* both Parties contended.fbr ; and in our Times ^^ unquellionabie Au- 
'' thority hath informed us, that the fame Caufes are engendering 
y the fame EfFedts." See Acherley's Britaniiic Conftitukion, with 
^c Supplement thereto, Fol. Ann. Dom. 1727. From th^fe Speci- 
mens the Reader mdif perceive the Tendency of this Work, and 
foreji^dge the Satisfadlion he will have in the Perofal of it. 

F and 
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and that nothing may be omitted which may tend 
to give Efifea to fo important an Undertaking, I 
will take the Liberty juft to State my Ideas, in 
Outline only, of the Frame of the Bill that may 
be neceffary for the Adoption of Parliament, in 
order to the End propofed ; leaving its Completion 
to that united Wifdom, which fuch a Propofition 
calls for, and muft of Courfc require. 

In the firft Place then, this Bill, in order to an 
A<3:, may be entitled, an Aft declaratory of the 
Conjiitution, for fettling the ConfiitutioHy and for 
obtaining TJfdformity in the State. ^ 

Jn the Preamble, the Reafon and Occafion of 
this Aft, will of Courfe b^ ftatcd, its Propriety 
fliewn by the feveral Afts already paffed for Uni- 
formity in the Church,* and its Efficacy and 
Effcft deduced from the Efficacy and Effeft of 
that Example. It will then proceed to ftate 
arid declare, 

Article i, What 'the Prefogative of the Cfowrt 
\B i and if. it be, accordifig to Sir William Black* 
ftone, fo certain and notorious that it cannot be 
exceeded without the Confent of the People, in 
this no Difficulty cBn occur. 

Art. 2, What the Privileges of the Houfc of 
Lords are. -f- 

^ See ! tills, tlii. «ltd ^9. Cbtf. II. 
t Po*" ^ Review, ai lea/f, ct tbft Privifcgfcs of the Moufe of Ijc^onlb, 
there wants no ftrohgdr Reafoii thitt tiic hn Exertion of thexn, iii 
the Cafe of William Pai-ker, Printef of the General Adterd&r. 
An Exertion, to which it were to be>iftie4 that the jtfoafe, for its 
own Sake» would turn it& mbft teriQU^ AttcntiDn. A M^ is coto- 
plaincd of for publilhing Vvhat ii' /u^^/ed^ and not fn^ed'tb be, i 
tibd. This Man is ordered to the Bar of the Moufe. He, tdi* 
Icious of the Publication, . and knowing thiit hll coining to the fiaf 
^n only tend to crimnati htiftfelC dOeS )iOt appear, Winu dien \ 

' ^ Art, 
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Art. 3^ What the Privileges of the Houfc of 
Commons are. § Of bpth which laft, the fober 
Examination, and the candid Reports of their 
own Committees of Privileges will of Courfe be 
teceived ; intending, fo far from taking away 
cither from the legal Prerogative of the Crown^ 
or the y^^ Privileges 6f Parliament, that-^p/A piay 

An Ufher of the Black Rod, no ConfUbfe» wltbont Warnint, by 
mere Refolve of the Houfey is ordered to bring him by Force to 
the Bar. And what ft^rther ? $y mere Refotve again, he is con^- 
mittedy without Accufation, without Defence, without Trial hy Jury, 
to clofe Imprifonment, until he ihall give up the Rights of hiy 
FcUow-Subjeds, by acknowledging this Power in theHoufe; and 
thereby placing an unconftitutional Precedent upon the Journals, td 
]bc dr^wn into Vfy for tU? fam? unconftitntional Purpofc at othei 
Times. But admit this fingle Pofition onlyt that the Privileges of 
the Hottfe of Lord$ cannot annul the Con^tdtion, nor repeal A^i 
of Parliament (and who is it that will maintain a contrary Doc- 
trine ?) and the Cafe of this Man i$ fo grofs a Violation of both, 
that Precedents in Support of it ferve biit to enhapce the Violation. 
Can the King take away the Liberty of the Sabjed in this fummary^ 
lind^ of conrfe» in this arbitrary Way ? Every Body knows that 
this Power is not in the Prerogative of the Crown, even in Cafes of 
High Treafon, And if the executive Power is not entrufted with 
this Authority in any Cafe, ibajl the Privilege, of Parliament clajia 
it, and claim it too in the Cafe of a I,<ibel ? But it is neceifary ; 
for this is the Plea. But Neceifity is the Tyrant's Flea. Beiides^ 
how czx^ Illegality be njBceffary for Redrefs, when Lefality has already 
provided the moft ample Means ? Let this C^ic, therefore, be, 
among thofe many Arguments which now fo forcibly cry ottt, " Setth 
«• ^our Conjitutien,^ 

% For the Ncceffity of a Review of the Privileges of the Houft 
of Commons, look to the MiddUfex EleSion^ and fee the audacious 
Ufe that has been made of them ther^. An Ufe that ought tQ 
snake the Blood of every EleSor in the Kingdom boil in his Heart, 
as in the Caldrdn of Macbech's >^ itches, never to fubfide, till this 
wicked Precedent be torn from the Journals of that Houfe ; and, the 
Ufurpation, like xhtRoyaute of the French Parliament by Lewis XI, 
pti/e hors de page. Bnt this Matter has been fo fully, and fo often' 
fet in its true Light, by that real Patriot, and Friend to hisConntryi 
Mr. Wilkes, whofe Cafe it was; and has been painted in Colour^ 
fo much ftronger than^ any others, and which are fo peculiarly hif 
own, that to refer^ and not to explain^ is the intended Bofineft 
only of this Note. 

F 2 - be 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



[ Ixxxiv ] 

be extended in all Cafes nvbatfoeverj where the 
Good of the Community is the direSi ObjeS ; 
and where they do not in any RefpeB wbatfoever 
interfere with the Rights, Liberties, Privileges, 
and Immunities of the People at large. 

Art. 4, What the Rights, Liberties, Privileges, 
and Immunities of the People at large are; as 
well thofe natural Rights which are by their Na- 
ture unalienable^ as thofe referved Rights, which 
Compadt, and immemorial Ufage, and Cuftom," 
have interwoven with, and eftablifhed in the Con- 
ftitution ; as xht fundamental and irrevocable Laws 
of the Land, fubfifting, and exifting, between the 
Governors and the Governed, •f' 

Art. 5, That thefe Rights of the Crown, of 
the Houfe of Lords, of the Houfe of Commons, 
and of the People, conftitute the material Part 
of the Conftitution j as tAie King, the Lords, and 
the Commons form the formal Part thereof, in or- 
der to the Execution of its Government, which is 

+ If fuch an Aft as this had exifted before the American War» 
• Jteprefentation in order to Taxation^ had, in this Schedule of the 
llights of Engliflimen, of courfe appeared. And what then ? Why 
then neither the Corruption of the American War, nor the Ame- 
rican War itfelf, had ever taken Place : For the End of the American 
War was to eftabliih the arbitrary Power in Parliament of Taxatim 
nuithout Reprefcntationy and the Means to obtain that^nd was Cor- 
ruption. But of what Ufe is a Bawd to obtain the Chaftity of 
Caefar's Wife, when the Chaftity of Csiar's Wife muft not even be 
fufpedted ? When, to fpeak without a Metaphor, Reprefentatioa 
in order' to Taxation was a fundamental Law of the Land, whici^ 
Parliament cannot take away, nor repeal, nor yet dare to counr 
teraft \ In this fingle Inftance then is feen the tJtility of the Afik 
propofed. It cuts up arbitrary Power by the Roots, and Corruption 
rots with the Tree itfelf upon the Ground : For in this Cafe again, 
as well might Lord North now fay, I will be the Archbifiiop of 
Canterbury without fubfcribing to the XXXIX Articles, as for him 
to have faid, as he did^ with all the Corruption of the Treafury 
about him, I will tax America without Reprefcntation. 

founded 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



[ Ixxxv ] 

founded upon, and muft unherfally be direftcd 
by, thefc Rights : That thefc Rights as natural 
Rights arc unalienable^ and as political Rights 
Jundamental and irrevocable^ whilll the Cpnftitu- 
tion lafts ; and that the Conftitution {quoad thefc 
Rights as well as its Form) cannot be altered in 
any Degree, but by and with the Approbation and 
Confent firft had and obtained of the whole Body 
£)f the People called upon for this fpecial Purpofc, 
in their colleBive^ in order to their reprefentative^ 
and not in their eleSlive Capacities only. 

Art. 6, That iht fupreme legijlative Authority^ 
(the Objefts of which are the Duties and civil 
Rights of the People) is vefted in the King, in 
the Lords, and in the Commons, and no where 
elfe 5 and that {quoad thefe Duties and Rights) as 
arifing out of, and depending upon, the natural 
and political Rights of the Conftitution, this Au- 
thority is " abfolute and without Controul.ij: 

Art. 7, That for the Prefervation of thefe 
Rights, and that they may be handed ,down to 
Pofterity inviolate and inviolable, and in order 
efFeftually to carry into Execution the good Inten- 
tions of this A&. ; a l^e/i muft be adopted fuitable 
to the Occafion : A Tejl^ to which not only every 
Pefcription of Perfon who may have the Icaft 
Concern in, or Interference with the Offices or 
JFundions of the State, but every Treacher ^ Preach^ 
ery or other Profejfor of every Species of Religion 
(all tolerated univerfally^ and without Limitation 

t ** As Men have given up their nattxral Independence to live 
** under f§iiticai Laws, they have given up the natural Community 
** of Goods to live under «W laws*** See Spirit of Laws, 

V. ii. p. 210. 

as 
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a^'-Rfiy/ww). (ball, (by the Provifioji of fit Pains ' 
»pd Penalties) be forced to fubfcribe and conform. § 

. 4 This Aft being inten^^ for. UnifonnUy in the Sute/ the 
Clergy* for Reafons alluded to in the Note of Page xliv, have not 
been in their poUiicai Rights diftinguJihed from the Reft of the Peo- 
ple at lajrge; nor ou^ht they, on any Accottiit to he fo. With Re- 
ipe^ to their civil Rights or Duties, which s^re the Objefts of Legif- 
lationi thefe no Doubt, fb far as they extend to the Exemption of 
perfonal Services in certain Cafes, of Coorfe remain. But why the 
Body of th« Clergy ihoqid, by the fundamisntal Laws of the Laad» 
be feparated and fet a-part from the Rfft qi their Fellow- fubjefts. 
Common Senfe cannot account for ; and, it is conceived, no other 
Senfe has any Thing to do with the fuod^mental Laws of Society, 
Why fhould not the Navy, the Army, the Body of Law, and Phy- 
fie, have exclujt've Rights in their political Capacities, as well as 
the Clergy? And for better Reafoos, becaufe thefe are made eiTen- 
tiallv ferviceable to tl^e State, by the d<uilhzw$ of the State ; where* 
US the Clergy, in many Cafes, are rendered unferviceable to the 
^\Kt^f by the fame JLaw5. If the Clergy enjoy the Seqirity oi Lifi^ 
JLihertji^ and Property^ equally, to the full, and in common with 
the Laity,* the Clergy in their political Capa'cities can defire no more; 
but ihia is faid of their political Capacities merely : for as to their 
Tili^i^us Capacities, they ought not only to be didinguifiied from the 
Liaity, but the Line to be drawn between the Church and the State^ 
fhould be jfb decifinjtfy plain, and mathitnatitally tnte, that no Inter* 
ference oi^e with the o^er can poffibly take Place ; the proper Objc^ 
of each' being as different the one from the other, as Matters fpiri'* 
itfal'sund Makers ttiftporal can make^hem i as B6dy and Son) can 
be. The Care of the Church is the Cure of Soujs. The Cart o£ 
%he State (*hough too often the Killing) is the Prefervation of Bodies. 
Thefe are their charafteriftic Diferences, and the natural ReaA»)s for 
their Separation : but there is a Reafon of Policy too, Never ha4 
the Church the upper' Hapd in the State, that the moil barbarous 
l3ovemment did not follow. Never did the Chnreh interfere with . 
|he State, that Mifchief did not enfae. At this very Time, thf 
Interference of/smt of the Clergy,' with the Quixotifm of Minifters^ 
to eAabliOi and maintain the tanon and the feudal Law in America^ 
\s4 made the: War in that Co^try another Qruf^o. H^oe, there^ 
fore, no Objed^ion arifes to the Uniformity of the Church already 
Obtained, but on the contrary infomuch as it relates to the ReHgion 
f«f that Chttrch, that Uniformity is fundamental and coBftit|«ional, 
The i>tate»' it is certain, bai! an updoiibted Right to make Choice of 
9 Religion ; by which is meant, whoever' approves and chufes te 
ndbpr that Religion, Ihall partake of thole ir(7a«ttitf m&FiJbts df xha 
^Tatewhifh are. the Approprktions theieof :.httt thk EAM^liihaMent 
Aoiild go no farther than this, for beyond ithis it is to tw iiuoler«nt|^ 

Art. 
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Art. 8, That this Adt is tndSlive of no new- 
Rights, but declaratory only of the originate an-, 

and Incolerancy in a free State is, or ought to be, a Con trad i£(ion in 
7*cf mS, ftrefuming Ais then to be the Cafe of the prcfent etlablift-- 
edR^Ugtim, aiy on the otke Hand, no Objection arifes toitj to,. pa. 
the other, being the InHitution perhaps the moll analogous and con- 
f^ntanious to mt Conflitutidn itfelf, it ig infomUch the fittei^ for 
Adoption ; for whilft it has as much of the Hierarchy, or old Leaveti 
of Popeiy therein, aa maiy be neceflary ibr the Trappings of Maja%, 
and the Exercife of Fauh, it has, it is to be hoped, at the fame 
Tyttity as muchof the Spirit^^fProteltahtifm in it, as to have Rea- 
fon for its Guide, and; Liberty for its Objedj ^nd fo therefere ob- 
tains, as it were of RiJ^ht, the Preference of the State. 

It i^ for thefe Reafons' too, as well a^ fdf m^ny other* not to be 
ctm^prehefided in a Ndfie, diat without the Adoption of theXcH pro-* 
pof4Ml for Uniformity jfi the States the pefdntPoIicy of die State^ with, 
rfcfpeft to the Roman Catholic Religion, cahnot comially be approved; 
and that thi» does -not proceed from the S|>iric of Intolerancy^ k- is 
tbpyigiit that if Captain Cook had b^eh dire^d to bring H6nie^ 
with him a Prieft of every Religion, that he could meet icith in 
hU iotidd^ Voyage rovnd (h» Wortd^ to be tolerated as HfitM^ 
ttitoitra^ in this Country, it haid b«en pi-obably the^ bed Ob)ctf 
4( his Miffion : For as- all Reafouinf U tompiiring, fo it beings 
fey coitipftfilig that Truth fi^im.l^a]Mli>odrR}£^c foom Wit9n|f 
is diili6g(tiihed, it- had b^A R>ft'isd ^hsps/ apon Conypariiim;^ 
&har thb Religion of eh^ dhui^lr«)f Itt^la^d wa$, of ill other ApU) 
gioA8,.tha bed; and if ^i were nol, the fait)d CompanfcmLimbht 
tS^A. an Oppo^ftanlty to make it better. N6r dees this ObjisaSodf 
atife flom any Pr^dkii' e^iceived againa the ^Rom^n^CatMit; 
Reii|^on kfelf, ai ^ Religion: for furely every Man, and m^fii 
•fpccial^y every EngHlh^aiu be^aufe a 'Fl*««in^ff, has a Ri^htiirf-' 
iMtenr in^himielf, to \»oi^ip Ood, and '^tOifat^e hisSoullilive^ff 
tfi whatl4rer Mfantier ^e pleafes. Atid ^^ it TrartfubftaticiatinMip^ 
the Rottdof a Papiftio H«^i^tl, whoi^^ it to^uc hitii oat^hk. 
Way I If he thufe^ to giv« himftlf av^nntaal Ftoggiag^ bsfWa)^' 
of'feaAalice» for hift Sln«, ^is the St£b of Lacerating FHacs do> 
who is to prevent him ? If he chufes to fall down t0w hit Koass:^!^ 
^c Streets (o worlhap an (mage, what Hargi is there li^mi fxoept 
in daubing the Kaees of his Breeches i Lm jthe t^oman Qafl^Uttf 
Iherefi^e hjive thek Religion^ fo far as it » to carry tj^iy^m to.^^^ 
yen*, in .every MaiH»tfr or Wa^, both in Fau^ and Pra^ci?.: . %ut 
let their ^f/f^/M be confined to this, by every Lock, So!t,.*£i4f> 
or Vqa, thatj huaian Wifdom can devife^ or xbe Stjate proiv)die. 
^veryhodj knows that to the Popiih ReJigion is annexed a Sj/JiJfn^ 
cf Politics t which bei|^ foanded pa the tU/JaterPamM/i ^j^ 
PopCf icti in Church and' S/aU, and that both are equally tne 

' ' tient^ 
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tient^ and fundamental Rights of the Conftitution 
both in Matter and Form j that, as fuch^ it fliall 
be held, deemed, taken, and received ; and that 
therefore, whilfl it can be fubjed^ to no Repeal^ of 
Alteration therein, any Attempts to this End fhall 
be confidercd, eo inftantiy in the Movers of them, 
as High Treafon againft the State, to be tried 
and puniflied, as Offences for High Treafon are, 
and, if condemned, to be out of the Power of the ' 
Crown to pardon, &c. &c* fec.-f- 

This, or fomething like this, may be the Bafis, 
on which this noble Edifice is to be built. An 
Edifice which, as founded upon human Nature, 
will laft, whilft human Nature exifts. An Edifice 
fo large and comprehcnfive, and fo difpofed in all 

Subjedt of Faith In its Profeilbrs, this Dminion is & big with 
Danger to the State, that the Toleration of this Church can be. 
pnly adjufted by- the nsoft fmequivocal and explicit Sabordinatioir 
in Its Profeilors to the State. Speaking of the Toleration. of this 
Keligion in England, even a Roman Catholic hinofelf, Baron Mon- 
tefqniea, has thefe. Words: *< If. amongft the diiFerent Religions, 
** Uiere is one that has been attempted to be ellabliihed by Me- 
*^ thods of Slavery, it muft there be odious; becaufe as wejndga 
** of I'hings by the Appendages we join with them, it could never 
^f prefent itfelf to the Mind in Conjundtion oui/^ the I^iea of Li^^ 
«« hertji* [Spir. of Laws, vol. i. pag. 447.] Upon the whole 
then, let the Tell propofed feparate the Politics of the Roman 
Capites from their Religion : Let the ohe be the Subjefl of per^ 
fia Toleration : let the other be the Obje^ of the moH duttrmined 
Perfecotion : let their ReUgkn lead them to Salvation, but Jet their 
folitics be Jed to Deftrudtion : For where Liberty ia to Uve^ 
^i^MMry muft not reiide. ... 

- t The Drift of a late Publication, by Mr. Eden, in Address to 
Ae Earl of Carlifle, being evidently to fie^v how this Country may 
and ought to GO ON in its prefeht Meafures of Folly and IVickeef*' 
m/s ; and the Drift of this Plan of Reformation, beins as evidentl]^ 
to fronfe how it may and ought to GO BACK to its firft Prindplet 
and better Times ; two fuch Politicians being not likely to meetl 
either here or hereafter, the Teft of their Politics muft be the Senfi 
of the Nation in its MeafurAof Adoption. 

its 
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its t^arts, for the Comfort, Happineft, and WeU 
fare of Society, that it may not only bring back 
our loft Brethren in America to live under its 
happy Roofi but may tend, in England's Fellow- 
ihip) to affimilate all human Kind. Under our 
pf^nt Cireumftances, the Habitation we arc in, 
not affording even Shelter for its own Inhabitants j * 
fo far from inviting others to come among us, 
ourMves will be driven away to thofe better 
Regions, where the iHappinefs of Mankind, and • 
tiot their* Mifery^ is macfe the Olge^: and End 
of Society* $ 

J Shall it be ifaid, Aat every Govermcnt Aat has had the Shadow' 

of Xihelty im^» in it? IVmune, ihall hai(re.had, or iUU hai,iu. 

fufi4fmftn^llili;ir% preferved^ even with . the\&?/fK^} of Care; apd, 

fliaO ijie fundamental l.a>Vs of that Country,* where the Suhfianc$~ 

t^ Liberty ak ikid ta ^ft^ h^ ilk a State of Dpubt, nay even in 

(}^tem]pc« ^nd Nej^le^? Tlfe 'Laws o/ Mofis had th^ Ten Com^ 

mandmeufs icx their Fundamentals. Were they ever doubted, wiwe ' 

Iheycver centemhed^^were they ever hcgledted as Fundamentals I ' 

Were tj^ey ever repealed by any Authority, whatever ? Are they not 

itiltin Fdr^e, ahd are they not likely to coQtlna^ /o, unlefa repeated, 

fey " the Omnipotence of Parliament V* Greece had its XII Tables* 

ajnd are we ftot told> tHat from thefe XH Tables, " aar the Sokra 

•« ai^ F(nintain of Right, iffued all the. Streams o^ public ^nd /W- 

** nfdte Law and Equity, by which the Gommonwealth was regu- 

«♦ ^ted and governed r^ See Mart. Philo: Lib! tlt»' Jur. p. 47 u 

Ha4 not Rome its XII Tables, borrowed £f oni Greede^ and of which* 

Livy feys, ** In immenfo aliarum fttper alias" Acervatarum Lftgum 

•• Cumolo, fons omnis fublici privatique Juris f tfas not Germany 

its Golden Built and "which, ev6n at this Day, they (h-engthen 

<* and make Supolemetitd to, by new Capitutatipna upon Occafioo, 

•< according as mt Emperors z\\\xJLt their PoweV, or th^f Tricks are 

•* denjtfed^xx^ Colour of the Letter, to elude the v^ff«^ Intention of 

•• i\iz!t fundamental Laiv and Canjlitution r^* See Ufe and Abuife 

Pari. vol. I. p. 2 J. Iflad not Sweden its Monarchy limited hy the 

Laws of its Cfonftitutron, until Qufta^vus Vafa (whofe Example we 

have been, in this Reign, bid to follow> ***^7/ tUm^ or they <wiA 

** kill us j^*) made the iCingdom abfolute and hereditary In his ow4 

Family ? Had not Denmark its Charter of Danifli Liberty, but now 

indeed its Lex Regia ? Had not Poland its FaBa Conventa^ till of 

G I have 
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I have now done, what I had conceived it was my . 
Duty to do; for to have poffeffed Sentiments fuch * 
a§ thefe are, and not to have giyen public Utti^rancc 
to them, would have be^n to have abandoned thofe 
ficial Duties, which, as a Member of Society^ I 
am bound to maintain* JFor the Sentiments^ 
themfelves therefore I have no Apology to make* 
Th?y are the Refult of Common Senfe^ (I mean 
that Senfe which is common to us all, the Senfe of 
diftinguiftiing between Right and Wrong) .an4 
iipt the M^tapbyfics of Politics.; nor the Wander- 
ings of the Imagination into the airy Regions of 
Utopian GommonwealthsL,' My Objedt has been 
tht ,ConJiitu$iQn of Edgland, my Arguments Fa^^y' 
my ConclufioQS tbeir Conjequences. The Plan for 
Reformation propofed, jfw/>/^. and plam. The 
Means to AfFeft it, tranquil^ edjy^ cmftitutionat^ and 
e0cient. I njuft therefore repeat, that for, 5e<iti- 

late (wallowed op by a. three-headed Moulfer.of arbitrary Pawer? 
Has not Skvitxerland its Treaty of Alliance between the Qantons of 
tlrii SiAjitZi and UndirtAJalden't for their mutual Defence* and Con- 
fervation of their Lives and Liberties, and which is ftiirHeld facred 
and fundamental ? Has not Holland its Treaty of Utrecht I Have 
not the Jeivs their fundamental Articles even for their d{fperje4 
Government ? And what h^s poor Old England, the Land of li-» 
Berty, as it is called ? Talk pf the Revolution, and, the Bill of 
Rights, and you are guilty of High-Treafon. Speak of Magna 
Charta, and, as a Proverb of Reproach, 2^ filthji Rhyme is to be 
coupled with it. And ihall thefe Motives have no EfFed towards 
Reformation ? Let the Guardian Apgel of Liberty, Jet the MajeAy 
cf the People of England forbid it ! The Objeft of the Settlement 
^t the Revolution was the Limitation of the Power of the Crown, 
Let the Obie^ of Settlement mvj be the Uimitatiqn of the Power of 
Parliament I Let it be faid what Parliament CANNOT do ! .And 
then what it CAN do,, will be ftiU Power enough left for any fres 
Qo'uernment to poiTefs. As it is, the Power of Parliament is (aid to 
be unlimittdy and under fuch Unlimitation the Rights of the People 
have been taken away, 

; . ments 
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mchts fuch as thefc arc, I have no Apology to' 
make. But in all other Rdfpeds great Catidour 
is ucccflkry, nfiich Apology is due. Much Apo- 
logy, is. due^ for the. Length of this Dedication ; 
and the Apiology is, that I ha;^c not had Time to- 
xpakc it fhorter : For although the ^ubjedl^Matter 
has heen.lgng, and copftantly the Employment of 
my Thoughts; the Compofipg, the Writings the 
Rrsntingy w^d the XkrreSiing^ from Page xxiii of 
thil Dedication to the prefent Period of Writing, 
has h^en accomplilhed fince the Reccfs of Parlia-' 
ntenti. within the ^pace.oiFfii Weeks. Had/ it' 
bt^HwOthcrwife my Thoughts hadbefen njore con-^' 
centered, ap^ in gathering the JFh^Va I had reft- 
cd'to have culled the Flowers alfo. As it is, 
I have only to fay, that Truth was my Obje<ft, 
that Truth is naked, and that the Nakednefi of 
Truth is perhaps its firft and faireft Ornament* 
This for myielf. The Reft depends on you. 
Great is the Hour, weighty the Bufinefs, and 
important the Occafion. Let the following Quo* 
tation, therefore, from a very excellent Writer, 
as ferving for your Ufe, b? alfo (py Conclufion 
upon the whole. ' 

" As the People are the Fountain of Power and 

* Authority, the original Seat of Majeflyy the Authors 
^ of Laws, and the Creators of Officers to execute 

* themj if they (hall find the Power they have con-. 
^ fei-red abufed by their I'rujiees^ their Majefty vio« 

* lated by Tyranny or by Ufurpationf \hc\v Authority 

* projiitutea tofupport Violence orfcreen Corruption^ 

* the Laws grown pernicious through Accidents 
^ unforfeen or unavoidable, or rendered ineffedtual 

" through 
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^* througk the Infidelity and Corrt^itk of the' 
<* Executors of them ; then. it is tbeir Rights mul 
*^ lohat is tbeir Rigbt is tbeir Duty^ to refnme dat 
^^ delegated Power, and caU tbeir Trufiees ta Ac^ 
^^ ccmnty to re^ the Uftirpition, and extirpBti 
*< the l^yramiy ; to reftore their fuliiid^ Maj^^ 
*^ and prefiiiated Jkabotity \ to fufpmd^ tdttr'^ os '• 
u abrggate thofe Laws^ and ^nijb tbeir wrftutbful 
*^ and corru^ Officers. Nor is it the Duty,pnly4>f . 
^f the united Baefy ; hot every. Member of it oi^ht> 
«« according to his refpo&ive Rank, Power, and 
^^ Weight. in the Communtty^ to concur in ad* 
^ vancin^ and ibpporting tbeJeghriousDe/^s^^ 

4 SecElemlofMor.Phaof. pag»45. * c - 
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THE END. 
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